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T H E 
| Scripture Account 
O F 
5 ANIELS V CCKS,; 


HE Prophecies of Dauiel, eſpe- 
cially this of the ſeventy Weeks, 
have from the earlieſt Times of 

- Chriſtianity, been reckoned of ſo 
great Importance, that not only Divines, but 
many of eminent Character in other Pro- 
feſſions have employed their Pens to explain 
them: The Reaſon is, that miſtaken Opini- 
on, which has ſo long and generally pre- 
vailed, That in this Viſion the Coming and 
Sufferings of Chriſt were revealed to rhe 
Prophet. But without Regard to this Intcr- 

A pre- 
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pretation, or any particular Scheme, thus 
much is evident from the flighreſt View 
of the Prophecy itſelf, that certain E- 
vents of confiderable Importance are fore- 
told ; that theſe Events are very minutely 
deſcribed and determined by a Variety of 
Circumſtances and Characters ; that the Times 
are exactly marked, more perhaps than in 
any other Prophecy of the Old Teſtament; 
and that upon all theſe Accounts, none more 
juſtly deſerves our Attention; eſpecially if 
we conſider likewiſe, the Labours of ſo ma- 
ny learned Men, and the Importance of the 
Truths that are connected with this Prophe- 
cy. For this Reaſon, I hope, no body will 
receive what ſhall be here advanced without 
the ſtricteſt Examination. This I deſire the 
more earneſtly, as I am ſenſible what I ſay 
is new, and unconfirmed by Time; that, in 
ſpite of the greateſt Caution, a Man may be 
miſled by a fond Regard to his own Scheme; 
that, amidſt ſuch a Variety of Opinions, of 
Neceſſity, the moſt Part of thoſe who have 
writ upon this Subject muſt have erred; and 
that our Explication is inconſiſtent with the 
Opinions of ſo many learned and great Men. 
This ] would have the Reader always keep 
in Mind, that, in the Application of this 
Prophecy, we differ from ſuch Men as Sca- 
tiger, Sir John Marſham, Archbiſhop V/her, 
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Prideaux, and the great Sir Iſaac New- 
ton. For though no Authority ought to de- 
termine our Opinion, yet the Names of ſuch 
Men may reaſonably excite us to weigh all 
Arguments with the greateſt Exactneſs. And 
not to do fo, in this particular Queſtion, 
would be the more inexcuſeable, as every 
one that is acquainted with the ſacred Wri- 
tings, and ſome Parts of the Jeuiſh Hiſto- 
2 which are in every body's Hands, is 
ufficiently qualified to judge of all the Evi- 
dence we adduce: For we have purpoſely en- 


deavoured to make the Arguments drawn 


from Scripture ſufficient of themſelves to de- 
cide all Queſtions ariſing upon this Subject, 
and not to embarraſs our Reader with chrono- 
logical Criticiſms, and Diſputes upon profane 
Hiſtorians, which are both uncertain in them- 
ſelves, and what very few have any Acceſs 
to examine. 

At the ſame time, I hope, the evident Con- 
trariety of Opinions among Authors, upon this 
Subject, will be ſufficient to guard the Rea- 
der from a blind Attachment to the Antho- 
rity of any one of them, how great ſoever 
his Character may be: For tho”, after the 
repeated and ſtrict Examination of ſo many 
learned Men, one might realonably expect 
that every thing, that could ſerve to illuſtrate 
this Prophecy, would be ſo far diſcovered 
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and fixt, and every Error ſo fully detected. 
that all would be agreed on the true Mean- 


ing: Vet ſo far is this from being the Caſe, 
that of late Vears, and to this very Day. 
there are as many different Opinions and Diſ- 
8 as ever. In ſo much that I really be- 

ieve this ſingle Book of Daniel has given 
occaſion to the Invention of more Hypothe- 
ſes than all the other Prophecies of the old 
"Teſtament beſides; and this ſingle Prophecy 
to more, perhaps, than all the reſt in this 
Book; which is the more ſupriſing, as of all 
the Prophecies, thoſe of Danzel are eſteem- 

d the moſt explicite, particular and full. 
It was this Diverſity of Opinions, together 
with the many ſtrained Explications I found 
Authors obliged to ule, in ſupporting their 
fayourite Schemes, that firſt led 


made me reſolye to examine the Queſtion 
mylelf, without regard to any Authority, or 
Prejudice in fayour of any Conclufion : Con- 
vinced always of this, That the more im- 
portant any Point is, the more impartial and 
free ought we to be in our Enquiries. 

For this Purpoſe I endeavoured to ſhun 
thoſe Errors, in conducting this Enquiry, 
which J had probable Reaſons to believe had 
mifled others. Theſe I found to be princi- 
pally two; the one fixing on the Concluſi- 


on 
C44 


led me to ſuſpect 
they proceeded upon falſe Principles; and 
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on, or Event foretold, before a full Exami- 


nation of the Prophecy, and endeayouring 
to make the Meaning of the Words, and 
Chronology tally with that View. This I 
endeavoured to avoid, by taking care to re- 
ceive nothing but what I was directly led to 
by the Words of the Prophecy. Andin fol- 
lowing this Method, I was much ſurpri- 
ſed to find, with what Eaſe, Perſpicuity 
and Evidence every thing opened itlelf to 
my View. | 4 

The other Error is, being too much led 
by a Regard to the Authority of 2 
Hiſtorians; and endeavouring to explain the 
ſacred Hiſtory by the imperfect Accounts 
they give of theſe dark Ages. For from the 
Time the MHriaus and Babylonians began 
to extend their Conqueſts into Hvia, and 
their Hiſtory was connected with that of the 
Jets, till the End of the Old Teſtament 
Period, a thouſand Difficulties have been 
ſtarted by learned Men, and as many Schemes 
invented to ſolve them. Which they endea- 
vour to do by following the Authority, ſome- 
times of one Hiſtorian, ſometimes of another, 
how widely ſoever theſe Hiſtorians differ 
from each other, to make up an Account 
that agrees with none of them; by filling 
up ſeeming Blanks, and reconciling appear- 
ing Inconſiſtencies from Conjecture; by aſ- 
um- 
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ſuming any things, merely becauſe neceſſa- 
ry to complete their Hypotheſis, without a- 
ny Authority; by changing the Names of 
Kings at Pleaſure; foiſting in ſome without 
any Warrant from Hiſtory, and frequently 
ſuppoſing thoſe ee in Scripture not 
to be the ſame who bear the ſame Names in 

rofane Writers; and many other Methods 
that haye no better Foundation, and ſhew 
more the Genius and Learning of their Au- 
thors than the Truth of Hiſtory. And, as 
there are ſcarcely two Authors perhaps who 
agree in the ſame Account, the ers who 
would not receive things upon Authority, 
but defires to ſatisfy himſelf by a thorough 
Examination, and comparing Authors to- 
gether, the farther he goes, is often left in 
the greater Suſpenſe. 

Now all this proceeds from a fond Deſire 
of confirming the Scripture Accounts, and 
explaining its Difficulties by the Teſtimony 
of thoſe Hiſtorians. Though I dare venture 
to affirm, that the Scripture not only con- 
tains what is ſufficient to decide all theſe 
Queſtions ; but if we would follow its Chro- 
nology, affords the beſt Rule to judge of 
other Hiſtorians, and reconcile their Differ- 
ences. That it never diſagrees with profane 
Hiſtory, where that is well vouch' d, and con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf. That it generally = 
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the Eaſtern Kings the ſame Names with o- 
ther authentick Hiſtorians, Allowance be- 
ing made for the Variations which the Ge- 
nius of the Language occaſions ; that diffe- 
rent Perſons are never meant where the ſa- 
cred Hiſtorians agree with others in the 
Name. And that in ſhort, if we would fol- 
low the Scripture Account, without endea- 
vouring to mould it by any favourite Scheme, 
it would appear quite eaſy, complete and 
conſiſtent boch with itſelf and others. 

This I ſay after Examination. For, en- 
deayouring to avoid the Error, I mentioned, 
in tracing out the Prophecy, I had reſolved, 
from the Beginning, to make the Scripture 
my ſole Guide, fo far as its Hiſtory exrends ; 
and was ſurpriſed to find how little it re- 
quires of foreign Aſſiſtance to fix theſe 
chronological Points on which the Compu- 
tation of the Times, mentioned in the Pro- 
phecy, is founded. And here I cannot but 
remark, That every Thing about which 
there is the leaſt Diſpute in this Subject, as 
we manage it, falls within the Period com- 

rehended in the ſacred Writings, and may 
« determined by Scripture Teſtimony. This 
makes it caſter for every Reader to be fully 
ſatisfied, as he is able to judge for himſelf 
in what is drawn from the Bible, and may 
entire- 


8 The Scripture Account 
entirely depend on what is not, as Points un- 
controyerted. 

Let us now examitie the Prophecy itſelf. 
And here we ſhall be moſt probably led into 
its true Signification, if we carefully attend 
to the Occaſion upon which it is delivered, 
the natural Signification of the Words, and 
general Deſign of the whole. Dauiel, we 
are told in the Beginning of the Chapter, 
conſidering the Deſolations of his Country, 
and underſtanding, by the Prophecies of 
Jeremiah, that they were to continue ſeventy 
Years, ſet himſelf to pray, with Faſting and 
Sackcloth, for the Reſtitution of his People, 
of the holy City and Sanctuary ; and whilf 
he was yet ſpeaking, the Angel Gabriel is 
{ent to deliver the Anſwer of his Prayer, as 
to a Man greatly beloved, in an eaſy, familiar 
Manner, by talking with him, by informin 
him, and making him know and fry, deer 
For which Purpoſe he tells him, that, at the 
Beginning of his Supplications, he Command. 
ment went forth, and points out ſeveral Pe- 
riods, at which different Events ſhould hap- 
pen to his People. 

From this general View the following Ob- 
ſervations may be deduced. 

I. That the 3 relates to the Je- 
1% Nation, and is deſigned to expreſs the 
Reyolutions of their Civil and Fecleſiaſtical 

State 
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State. This appears not only from the Oc- 
caſion of Daniel's Prayer, which was the 
Conſideration of the ſeventy Vears Captivi- 
ty. and preſent deſolate Condition of his 
Country; or from the Prayer itſelf, which is 
wholly directed for the Reſtoration of Hi 
People, of his City, of the holy Mountain 
and Santtuary from their preſent Ruins. 
But in every Part of the Prophecy itlelf, 
there are ſuch Expreſſions as cannot proper- 
ly be explained any other Way; ſuch as 

eventy Weeks are determined upon thy 
People, and upon thy holy City.—And, in 
threeſcore and two Weeks, the Street ſhall 
be built again, and the Wall; — and the 
People of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall 
deſtroy the City and the Sanctuary. — He 

ſhall cauſe the Sacrifice and the Oblation 
to ceaſe; and for the overſpreading of Abo- 
minations, he ſhall make it deſolate. All 
which Expreſſions can be applicable to no- 
thing but the Jewiſh Nation. Nor is there 
the leaſt Reaſon from any of the Words in 
the Text, to believe that any thing elſe was 
in View. 

II. It was deſigned to reveal to Danet 
how long the Puniſhment of his People 
ſhould laſt ; and when they ſhould be reſtor- 
cd to a happy and flouriſhing State. This 
was the Deſign of Daniel's Prayer, this was 

B what 


up, to be kept from being viewed and uſed. 
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what he wanted to know ; and of this, to be 
ſure, the Angel Gabriel was lent, in anſwer 
of his Prayer, to inform him. And ſo much 
the Words of the Prophecy imply. Seven- 
ty Weeks are „ as upon thy People, 
and upon thy holy City, to finiſh the 
Tranſgreſſion, and to make an End of Sins, 
and to make Reconciliation for Iniquity, 
and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
and to ſeat up the Viſion =y Prophecy, 
and to anomt the moſt holy. Every one 


that is acquainted with the Language of 


Scripture, knows that, to finiſh, to make an 
End of, to make Reconciliation for Iniqui- 
ty, are ſynonymous Terms with blotting 
out, wy away, hiding and forgetting 
Tranſgreſſion, and import forgiving and remit- 
ting the Puniſhment of them. To bring in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, ſignifies, to ſettle 
the Authority and Obſeryation of the Law 
of God upon ſolid Foundations; for the 
Phraſes ever/afting and for ever do not al- 
ways in Scripture ſignify a Duration without 
End, but whar is firmly eſtabliſhed ; to ſeal 
up the Viſion and Prophecy, muſt either be 
underſtood, to finiſh and compleat, in which 
Senſe the Metaphor is often uſed by the 
Jeu, Arabians and other Eaſtern Nations; 
or to conceal and hide, as things arc {ſcaled 


To 
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To anvint the moſt holy, muſt be interpret- 


ed, in its primary Senſe ar leaſt, of the in- 
ner Temple, which was called the Holy of 


Holies or moſt Holy, and the ſanctify ing 


it for divine Service, after having been pol- 
lated by common Uſe, which was done by 
anointing with the holy Oil appointed for 
that Purpoſe. Now all theſe Things expreſs 
a Tranſition of the Fewz/h Nation, from a 
State of Corruption and Suffering, ro a State 
of greater Purity and publick Happinels. 
For the ſame thing may be ſaid of the other 
Parts of the Prophecy, which are made to 
terminate in the building again of the Street 
and the Wall, and the Conſummation of theſe 
terrible Diſaſters that were to befal that Na- 
tion. Thoſe therefore who cannot deny 
that the Prophecy is to be underſtood in its 
primary Senſe of the Few:ſþ Nation, and 
yet would refer the Completion of it to the 
Death of Chriſt, or Deſtruction of Feru/ſa- 
lem, arc betrayed into a flat Contradiction 
of the Text. For with how great Proprie- 
ty ſoever, finiſhing the Tranſzreſſion, and 
thoſe other Phraſes may be applied to what 
Chriſt did for his Church, yet, with reſpect 
to the Fewiſh Nation, his coming and ſuffer- 
ings had a quite contrary Effect. Before the 
Publication of the Goſpel, though the Zew- 
iſb Church was become very corrupt, yet 

B 2 they 
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they ſtill adhered to the Law; and every 
Act they did in Obedience to it, was to be 
eſteemed righteous and good. But when the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation took Place, and the 
Law of Mo/es was abrogated, theſe Obſer- 
vances were no longer righteous but rather 
criminal Actions. 

III. This Prophecy muſt have ſome Rela- 
lation to the State of the 7e at the Time 
when it was delivered. It was their Suffer- 
ings at that Time gave Occaſion to Daniels 
Faſtings and Supplications. It was for the 
End of theſe Sufferings he prayed ſo earneſt- 
pl to God. And therefore we cannot rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe the Angel Gabriel, who is 
ſent to give him the Anſwer of his Prayer, 
ſhould Jay nothing of theſe Sufferings, or 
when they would end; but begin with what 
ſhould happen a hundred Years after. | 
IV. Every thing mult be interpreted in the 
ſame Manner as we have Reaſon to believe 
Daniel himſelf would naturally underſtand 
it. The Angel znforms and talks with Da- 
niel, in a plain familiar Manner; (for it is 
obſerveable, there is no Mention of that 
Trembling and Fear with which Daniel was 
ſeized in all his other Viſions) and tells him, 
That becauſe he was greatly beloved, he was 
ſent to him, to give him Mill and Under- 
ſtanding, and ſhe him what he prayed for jp 
| 0 | * 
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and therefore bids him con ſider the Viſion, 
and know and underſtand what it means. 
We are not therefore to aſſume any ching 
for the Interpretation of this Prophecy, that 
we have not Reaſon to believe Daniel knew 
before, or was revealed to him at that time 
by the Angel. 

V. The moſt plain natural Signification 
of the Words, where it makes a conſiſtent 
Senſe, mult always be preferred. Some, I 
know, who write upon this Subject, inſiſt 
much upon that Obſcurity and Figure, which 
they eſteem eſſential ro Prophecy and ſeem 
to make it a Rule to prefer the figurative 
Senſe. But I ſee no Need for this Maxim at 
all. There are many Prophecies delivered 
in a yery ſimple and plain Manner, and all 
to be ſure are deſigned to be underſtood. For 
It is not the Words meerly, or Set of Images, 
but the Meaning they convey, that is the 
Prophecy. And in this particular Caſe, I do 
not ſee the leaſt Deſign appear of wrapping 
up the Senſe in Darkneſs aad Myſtery ; there 
are no Emblems or typical Repreſentations 
uled, as in the reſt of Dauiel's Prophe- 
cies; nor any figurative Expreſſions, but ſuch 
as are common, and might be uſed in any 
Diicourſe. The Time is computed by Weeks 
of Years: which, though it appears uncom- 
mon to us, yet, among the Nee was as 

pro- 
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proper as reckoning by Weeks of Days a- 
mong us: For by their Law every ſeventh 
Year was a Sabbath, as well as every ſeventh 
Day; and where this Inſtitution is mention- 
ed (Lev. xxy. 2, Sc.) Weeks, or Sabbaths 
which was the ZFew:/þ Name for Weeks, of 
Years, are ſpoken of as a very common 
Phraſe. Aud thou ſhalt number ſeven 
Sabbaths of Tears unto thee, ſeven times 


Seven Tears, and the Space of the ſeven 


Sabbaths of Tears, ſhall be unto thee forty 
and nine Tears. So that this is really no 
Figure, but 8 Way of ſpeaking. And 
though the Hebrew Word Meſſiah, is kept 
in our Tranſlation, which makes us apt to 
think it a proper Name, and apply, it accord- 
Ing to the modern Uſe of the Word, to Je- 
fus Chriſt; yet in the Original, it is no more 
but the common Word for Anointed. To 
underſtand the Meaning of which, we need 
only recollect, that by the Moſaic Inſtitu- 
tion a peculiar kind of Oil was made, called. 
The holy anointing Oil, with which the 
Ark only, and its Utenſils, the Kings and 
Prieſts were to be anointed. (See Exod. xxx. 
24, Sc.) And fo ſacred was this Oil eſteem- 
ed, that, for any private Man to make of it, 
or to apply it to any other Uſe, than conſe- 
crating Kings, Prieſts, or the ſacred Veſſels of 
the Temple, was puniſhed with Death by the 

| Law. 
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Law. Now it being ſo ſtrictly appropriated 
to theſe Uſes, the Deſignation of he Anoint- 
ed was ſufficient to characteriſe the Office 
of a King or High Prieſt; and therefore be- 
came as common a Metaphor among the 
Jews, as the Crown, Scepter or Mitre a- 
mong us. So that by common Uſe, as hap- 
pens to many Words in every Language, it 
was no longer conſidered as a Metaphor, but 
underſtood as a proper Expreſſion. Thence 
it is we ſo often find in the Old Teſtament 
the Lord's Anointed, inſtead of the King. 
Now, as Jeſus Chriſt, in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
performs Offices analogous to thoſe of a 
King and High Pricſt, this Deſignation has 
been applied to him, in a figurative metapho- 
rical Way, by his Followers. But the Zews, 
and even the Apoſtles themſelves, always 
conceived the Meſſiah, according to the 
conſtant Acceptation of the Word, as the 
ſupreme Head of their Civil or Eccleſiaſtical 
State. And in this Manner ought we to in- 
terprete it here. All the reſt of the Words 
uſed in this Prophecy need no Explication ; 
but may be taken in their moſt obvious and 
naturai Meaning” 

Theſe are the Obſeryations that may be 
deduced from a general View of the Prophe- 
cy. and ſerve as Rules to direct us in the 
Explication of the ſeveral Branches of 5 

An 
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And theſe, I think, are fo plainly implied in the 
Text, that they cannot, without making it 
inconſiſtent with itſelf, be denied; for the 
Angel Gabriel muſt be ſuppoſed guilty of an 
Abſurdity, either if he, profeſſing to inſtruct 
Daniel, talks of things where Daniel had 
no Foundation or Data to underſtand what 
he ſaid, or if, _ ſent with the Anſwer 
of his Prayer, he ſhews no Regard to what 
Daniel had in View in that Prayer; or if, 
telling him when everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
ſhould be brought in among his People, he 
means the Time when they ſhould be thrown 
off from being God's People, their Law dif- 
annulled, their Church and Conſtitution diſ- 
ſolved, and the whole Nation diſperſt. Theſe 
Obſcryations then I ſhall aſſumeꝰ as certain 
Rules by which to interpret the Prophecy ; 
and not only reject every thing that is in- 
conſiſtent with them, but admit nothing that 
does not naturally and almoſt neceſſarily a- 
riſe from them. 
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SECT. Il. 


D therefore having prayed for the 

Reſtoration of his People from their 
preſent Captivity and Sufferings, the Angel 
Gabriel is ſent to reveal the Will and De- 
crees of God to him in theſe Matters. For 
this Purpoſe he firſt tells him the whole Time 
that was determined by God's Decrees up- 
on his People, for the Duration of their Pu- 
niſhment. Then, he informs him of the ſe-+ 
veral Periods and Stages of this Puniſhment. 
And, laſtly, deſcribes very particularly the 
Circumſtances with which the grand Revolu- 
tion of their final and compleat Reſtoration 
ſhould be attended. 

The firſt of theſe is contained in the 24th 
Verle, Seventy Weeks are determined up- 
on thy People, and upon thy holy City 5 
to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and to make an 
End of Sins, and to make Reconciliation 
for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſion 
and Prophecy, and to anoint the moſt Ho- 
ly. The Meaning of theſe Words has been 
already explained, and they could be under- 
ſtood of nothing by Daniel but the Pu- 
niſhment of his People: the Duration of 


which is here limited to ſeventy Weeks, or 
C four 
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four hundred and ninety Years. And juſt 


ſo long was it, that the Fews continued ſub- 
ject to a foreign Yoke. 
But before we enter upon any chronolo- 
ical Computations, it may not be improper 
to let the Reader know in what we differ 
from the Chronology generally received. 
That is only in fixing the Beginning and End 
of the Captivity. For the Reader muſt all 
along remember that we begin the ſeventy 
Years from the 23d of Nebuc haducg gar, 
at the entire Deſolation of the Country, and 
Subverſion of the State and Church of the 
Fews; and end them at the Year in which 
Cyrus took Babylon. Though the general 
Opinion is, That this Period began at the 
fourth of Fehozakim, or firſt of Nebuchad- 
NeZzar; and thoſe who ſuppoſe Cyrus 
had an Uncle called Cyaxares, who was 
King of Media, rook Babylon, and after- 
wards poſſeſt the Empire of Aſia two Years, 
place the Return of the Fews from the Cap- 
tivity at his Death, two Years after the 
Time where we place it. Beſides this, ſome 
have ſuppoſed that the ei Computation 
of the Years of Nebuchadnezzar's Reign 
differs from the Babyloniſh; as beginning, not 
at the Death of his Father Nabopollaſſar, 
as all other Chronologiſts have done, but at 


the Time he was aſſumed Partner in the 
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ingdom, and ſent to oppoſe the Progreſs 
of the Agyytian Conqueſts. By which 
Means they extend his Reign, ſome to forty 
five, ſome to forty ſeven Years after the 
fourth of fehozakim, though in Truth 
he reigned only forty three Years af- 
ter that Time. For, in order to make their 
Computation of the ſeventy Years, from the 
firſt of Nebuchaducg gar, to the firſt of 
Cyrus, agree with the Chronology they fol- 
low, they want four Vears, which they ſup- 
ply by theſe Methods. But this laſt Opi- 
nion we ſhall ſhew no further Regard to in 
our Compurations ; becauſe theſe Authors 
bring no Proofs, except that it is neceſ- 
ſary to their own Schemes; becauſe they 
are obliged to allow, that, in the very ſame 
Books of Scripture, the other Computation 
of his Reign from the Death of Nabopol- 
laſſar is uſed; becauſe he is called King of 
Babylon before the fourth of Jelvia bim, 
Dan i. 1. which ſhews, that the Time he 
was King jointly with his Father paſt be- 
fore this Year which is called the firſt of his 
Reign in Scripture; and becauſe it does not 
ree with the Circumſtances of Hiſtory. We 
are told, that when the King of Eg yyt at- 
tacked the Babylonih Empire, Nabopolaſ* 
ſar, being old and unable to bear the Fa- 
tigues of War, gave the Command ofthe Ar- 
C 2 my 
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my to his Son Nebuchadnezzar; and, the 
better to eſtabliſh his Authority, made him 
his Partner in the Regal Dignity. But we 
ſee from Scripture, that this Invaſion of the 
Babyloniſh Empire by. Nechao King of E- 
gypt 1 in the laſt Year of Joſiah, 
for Joſiah was killed in Battle oppoſing him; 
and it cannot be imagined that the Babylo- 
21ans would make no Oppoſition till four 
Years after. Nor is it probable they would 
begin this War with the Siege of Jeruſalem. 
This cannot be ſuppoſed to haye happened 
till after they had defeated the Zgyprians, 
and reduced all the Provinces on this Side 
the Zuphrates, There are other Rea- 
ſons beſides, which I imagine it needleſs to 
mention. TRA 

Theſe then are all the Differences in num- 
bring the Years. The laſt I ſhall take no fur- 
ther notice of. The other two, eſpecially 
that of the Beginning of the ſeventy Years, 
I ſhall examine very particularly. But as 
the Arguments on this Subject are many, and 
the Importance of it requires it ſhould be 
fully examined, we judge it better to reſerve 
it till after the Explication of the Prophecy. 
For a Diſquiſitign of this Nature would afford 
the Reader but little Entertainment, till he 
is convinced of the Uſe and Neceſſity of it. 
This Opinion then we deſire the E for 
} eas. 348 . | ome 
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ſome Time to ſuppoſe true, and ſhall endea- 
your afterwards to ſatisfy him that it is fo. 

Theſe things being ſettled, there can be 
no Difficulty in fixing the Beginning and End 
of the ſeventy Weeks. The Subjection of 
the Jet to a foreign Yoke began in the 
fourth Year of Fehozakim, or firſt of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, when they became a Pro- 
vince of the Babyloniſh Empire. For tho? 
three Years before that the King of Eg ypt 
had killed 7% in Battle, taken and rifled 
Jeruſalom, appointed a new King, and ex- 
acted a Contribution of the Country : Yet 
this was but a temporary Calamity. of War, 
for he immediately retired ; and ſeems to have 
left them as free in their Government as be- 
fore, ſince he afterwards ſought to make an 
Alliance with them without claiming any 
Juriſidiction. But when Nebuchadueggar 
took the City, it is ſaid Fehorakim became 
bis Servant ; and accordingly he afterwards 
diſpoſed of rhe Kingdom at Pleaſure, and ex- 
acted an Oath of Allegiance from the Kings; 
as he did from Zedeſiah, making him wear 
by the Lord. This then is the Beginning 
of their Subjection. And the End of it is 
as preciſe, and can as little admit of any Diſ- 
pute. For it is plain, that can only be fixt 
at the Time when the Zews became a free 
and independent State, and all the Authori- 


ry 
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ty by which they were governed was de- 
rived from themſelves. This happened in 
the third Year of the Pontificate of Simon 
Maccabeus the Brother of Fudas and Jo- 
nathan, and the 141ſt Year before Chriſt : 
When the People aſſumed the Diſpoſal of the 
ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, and Military 
Commands; and, in a ſolemn and full Aſſem- 
bly, by unanimous Conſent, made Simon 
and his Poſterity for ever High-prieſts, Ge- 
nerals and Princes of the Fews, by a Decree 
which was ordained to be inſcribed on Tables 
of Braſs, and hung up in the moſt conſpicu- 
ous Place of the Sanctuary. And this De- 
cree was afterwards confirmed, and the Jews 
acknowledged a free and independent State 
by Demetrius and Antiochus Sidetes Kings 
of Syria. It is true, Simon and his Brother 
Jonathan were High-pricſts and Generals 
before this, but then it was only by the 
Gift of the Syrian Kings: who, till this Year, 
were acknowledged the ſupreme Heads of 
the 7ewiſh State; and accordingly levyed 
Soldiers, raiſed Taxes, appointed Magi- 
ſtrates, executed all the Offices of a Civil 
Juriſdiction, and kept a ſtrong Garriſon in 
the very Heart of Feru/alem. Which Gar- 
riſon, commanding the Temple, had it in 
their Power, and often did interrupt the 
Sacrifices and religious Worſhip of the _ 
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And the Fort they poſſeſt was never taken 
till Simon's Time: who, to prevent the like 
Abuſe for the future, not only razed it to 
the Ground, but levelled the Mountain up- 
on which it ſtood; which was not accom- 
pliſned without inceſſant Labour both Night 
and Day for three Years. But after this 
Year, the eus no longer acknowledged the 
Authority of the Hyian Kings; neither pay- 
ing them Taxes, receiving Magiſtrates or 
Laws of their Appointment, nor carrying on 
the Execution of Juſtice or publick Acts in 
their Name; but inſtead of the Years of 
their Reign, as they had hitherto done, u- 
ſing thoſe of Simon and his Succeſlors for the 

Dare of their Contracts and publick Deeds. 
Ir muſt be acknowledged indeed that Jo- 
ſephus and the Author of the Maccabees 
place the Reſtoration of the Jewiſh Liberty 
a ſhort Time before this, in the firſt Year 
of Simon's Pontificate. For in the Macca- 
bees (1 Maccab. xiii. 41.) it is expreſly 
faid, In the hundred and ſeventieth Tear 
the Toke of the Heathen was taken away 
from Iſrael. And Joſephus in his Antiqui- 
ties (Book XIII. chap. 11.) tells us, That 
Simon being appointed High-prieſt by the 
People, in the firſt Tear of his Prieſthood, 
delivered the Nation from their Subje- 
ction to the Macedonians ; / that they ne- 
ver 
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ver more paid them Tribute. This Liberty | 


and Freedom from Taxes was procured to 
the Jews in the 170 Tear of the King- 
dom of the Aſlyrians, from the Time that 
Seleucus called Nicanor poſſeſt Syria. Tho 
in this Paſſage Joſe phus, who gives but an 
imperfect Account of theſe Times, ſeems to 
confound rhe Gift that was made of the 
High Prieſthood to Simon by the Syrian 
King, with his Election to that Office by 
the People of the Fews, which happened 
at different Times. For the Decree of the 
People was dated in the 172. Year of the 
Seleucian Ara. The only Reaſon that 
makes the Author of the Maccabees place 
the Reſtoration of the Zew:/þ Liberty in 
the firſt of Jimon is, That from this Year 
the Payment of all Taxes was by a new 
Grant from Demetrius remitted to the Jews, 
and Simon eſtabliſhed in the High-prieſt- 
hood and Command of their Armies. But 
the Principality and ſupreme Juriſdiction o- 
ver the Country ſtill belonged to the Kings 
of Syria, and Simon held his Offices by 
their Authority, in a Manner independent 
of the Fews; nor was the Hyrian Garriſon 
as yet expelled from Feru/a/em. Neither 
indeed were the Jeu in a Capacity to dil- 
pole of their own Magiſtracies, till Deme- 


trius was employed in the Parthian War, 
where 
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where he was taken Priſoner, and the 
Strength of Hria divided by two Competi- 
tors for the Crown. If any one however 
ſhould think this Deliverance from Taxes 
was the proper Beginning of the Jeuiſh Li- 
berty : Then ought he to compute it from the 
firſt Grant of this kind made to Jonathan, 
two Years before, by that ſame Demetrius; 
which was full as ample as this laſt. For 
from that Time the Fews had a Right to 
refuſe the Payment of all Taxes; and ac- 
2 though they were afterwards ve- 
ry unjuſtly demanded, yet they never paid 
any, but choſe rather to take up Arms a- 
gainſt Demetrius in Defence of that Privi- 
lege. And, though we ſhould place the End 
of the Jeuiſh Subjection to Foreigners at 
this Event, it would make no Variation at 
all upon our Calculation. For, by a Parity 
of Reaſoning, we ſhould be obliged to fix 
the Beginning of it at the firſt Conqueſt of 
Jeruſalem by the Egyptians. And both 
theſe Events happened at an equal Diſtance 
of Time, that is about four Years, before 
thoſe where we fix the Beginning and End of 
that Period. Bur I think there is ſufficient 
Reaſon to determine us to make choice of 
the fourth of Jehozakim or firlt of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, when the legal Right to the 


ſupreme Government was transferred by an 
D Oath 
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Oath of Allegiance to the King of Babylon: 
and of the third of Simon's High-pricſthood, 
when the People of the Jews aſſumed the 
Diſpoſal of the ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, 
ad Military Commands, without owning 

any Dependance on the Hriau Kings. 
After this the Computation of the ſeventy 
Weeks may be made without any Difficulty. 
For from the fourth of Jehozakim or firſt 
of Nebuchaducg gar till the Captivity, is 
twenty three Years ; after which the Captivity 
laſted ſeventy Years, and ended that Year in 
which Cyrus took Babylon. Both theſe Pe- 
riods fall within the Scripture Hiſtory, and 
may be well enough known from it. The 
remaining Part, though taken from profane 
Hiſtory, is quite certain : For the taking of 
Babylon is an Ara as remarkable and un- 
controverted as any. perhaps in all Antiqui- 
ty; as from that Time, the Affairs of the 
Eaſt, which were before involved in the 
greateſt Obſcurity, began to clear up. This 
Event happened in the five hundred and 
thirty eighth Year before Chriſt. And it is 
as certain that the Decree, by which the 
Jeu gave the Government to Simon, was 
made in the hundred and forty firſt. So that 
the Diſtance betwixt them is three hundred 
and ninety ſeven Years : Which added to the 
twenty 
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twenty three, and the ſeventy that paſt be- 
fore the taking of Babylon, makes preciſely 
{ſeventy Weeks, or 490 Years. 

In this manner the Time agrees: And I 
believe every one that is in the leaſt ac- 
quainted with the ZFew:/h Hiſtory will be 
fatisfied that the Events correſpond as exact- 
ly. In this Part of the Prophecy two 
Things are foretold. One is, That the Jews 
ſhould ſuffer ſeventy Weeks to expiate their 
Guilt. The other, that after theſe Weeks 
were expired, Everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
ſhould be brought in, and a State of greater 
Purity and Happineſs take Place. According- 
ly, during this whole Period of four hundred 
and ninety Years, the Jet were in con- 
tinual Subjection to Foreigners; and gene- 
rally in a worſe Condition than the other 
Provinces of the Eaſtern Empires. What 
they ſuffered before and during the Captivity, 
and how after their Reſtoration by Cyrus 
they were harraſſed by their Neighbours, 
is well known; And it was not till very 
late they were able to raile the Temple and 
Walls of Feruſalem from their Ruins; and 
to procure a Grant from the Per/ian Kings 
to form their Government and Church ac- 
cording to their own Laws. And after the 
Diſſolution of the Per ſian Empire, being ſi- 
tuated in the middle betwixt the two moſt 
| D 2 power- 
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ful of the Macedonian Kingdoms Syr:a 
and Egypt, and belonging to each of 
them by Turns, their Country was the con- 
ſtant Seat of War, and the Prey of chang- 
ing and temporary Maſters; who not only 
robbed the Country, but carried away pro- 
digious Numbers of the People to fill up 
the new Cities they had built. Beſides, 
the Oppoſition of their Religion and Cu- 
ſtoms to thoſe of all other Nations ex- 
poſing them to Suſpicions and Hatred. 
they were often upon the Brink of being 
entirely extirpated, Decrees being ſeveral 
Times publiſhed: for that Purpoſe. By the 
Perſians in the Time of 2 and 
Eſther; by the Egyptians in the Time of 
Ptolemy Philopator; and the Syrians in 
the Reign of Amntiochus FEpiphanes. So 
that juſtly may this Period be called ſeventy 
Weeks of a national Puniſhment. 

Nor was the other Part of the — 
the Reſtoration of their Liberty, accompliſh- 
ed in a lets remarkable Manner: For Simon, 
that very Year he was elected High- prieſt 
and Prince by the People, ſending an Em- 
baſſy to the Romans to renew the Alliance 
they had formerly made with his two Bro- 
thers: The Senate not only granted his 
Requeſt, but writ to all the A/zatick States 
that were in Alliance or Subjection to them 
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acknowledging the Jews as their Allies and 
Friends ; and requiring thoſe Nations to re- 
ſtore their Fugitives, and neither themſelves 
to moleſt them, nor join with their Enemies. 
This Patronage made the Jeu more regard- 
ed by the neighbouring Nations than ever. 
At the fame time the Syrian Kings too ac- 
knowledged them as an independent and free 
People; and though ſome flight Attempts 


were afterwards made to bring them again 


under the Syr:an Yoke, yet they never had 
any Effect. For Simon, having fortified all the 
Towns, and trained the Inhabitants to Arms, 
had rendred the Country quite ſecure againſt 
all foreign Invaſions: So that, while Syria 


was full of Diſtractions and Bloodſhed, be- 


ing torn in Pieces by ſeveral Pretenders to 
the Crown, Judea enjoyed a long and un- 
interrupted Peace. Beſides, Simon having 
in the Beginning of his Government taken 
and fortified Zoppa, which was the neareſt 
Sea-port Town to Feruſalem, together with 
Jamnia and Gazara opened all the Trade 
of the Mediterranean, which brought im- 


menſe Riches into the Country. How con- 
ſiderable this Trade was, we may judge from 


what J*7rabo obſerves, That the Town of 
** 7amnia and Coaſt round it were ſo popu- 
*+* lous, that they had ſometimes put 40,000 
Men in Arms.” This Wealth and Secu- 

rity 
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rity encouraged the People to apply them- 
ſelyes to Agriculture, and the other Arts of 
Life; while the Mildneſs, Wiſdom and Ju- 
ſtice of the Government, which was remark- 


able under Simon and his Son John Hyr- 


canus, preſerved Peace, good Order and 
Harmony in the State, which made Learning 

and Religion flouriſh. So that at no Time ſince 
the Babylouiſh Captivity were the People of 
the eus more happy, or their State more 
powerful than during this Period. This a- 
grees with the Character given of thoſe 
Times by the Writer of the Mavcabees, 
(1 Maccab. xiv. 4.— 15.) and foſephus 
(Antiq. Lib. XIII. c. II. and 17.) 

But though the exact Agreement of the 
Time and Events with the Prophecy may 
ſeem to be all that is requiſite for its full Ex- 
plication, yet there is ſomething further that 
may deſerve our Regard. Tis probable this 
Revelation was made to the Prophet, not 
meerly to tell him ſo many bare Facts; but 


to make him acquainted with the Ways of 


God towards his People and Church, and 
vindicate the Juſtice and Wiſdom of his Pro- 
vidence. This is the Uſe ſuch religious Men 
as Daniel deſire to make of what they ob- 
ſerve in the World : and of this the whole 
ſacred Hiſtory ſeems only deſigned as an Ex- 


emplification. Let us examine then if Da- 


niet 
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niel had a ſufficient Foundation to judge of 
this from what was revealed to him. Da- 
niet knew, that in the Diſpenſations of 
God's Providence the Iniquities of the 
Fathers were often viſited upon the Chit- 
dren, and that a Nation, being conſidered 
in a political Capacity as one Body, was li- 
able to Puniſhment for Crimes committed 
many Ages before in a publick national 
Manner; as in the Caſe of 4malek, and the 
leventy Years Captivity, which was infli- 
cted for the Crimes of Manaſſeh, and in- 
numerable Inſtances in Scripture. Daniel 
knew, that in theſe Puniſhments there gene- 
rally was ſuch a Congruity with the Nature 
of the Crime as made them appear the pro- 
per Puniſhments for theſe particular Crimes. 
Daniel knew, that at that very Time Ju- 
dea lay quite deſolate for ſeventy Years, be- 
cauſe juſt ſo many ſabbatical Vears the People 
had neglected to obſerve; and that in the 
ſame Manner, in other Puniſhments, a Re- 
gard was had to the Duration of the Crime 
for which they were inflicted. Daniel knew 
likewiſe. that God's People never ſuffered 
but for ſome Defection from God's Law; and 
may be ſuppoſed throughly acquainted with 
their Hiſtory. Now, in this Vilion, he is in- 
formed by the Angel of the Duration and Na- 
ture of the Puniſhment; and therefore would 
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naturally conſider, if any national Crime of 
the Jeus correſponded with it. And ſuch 
an one there was: Their Defection from 
God as their political Head and Governor, 
and ſetting up a King in his Room. I think I 
need ſay little of the Propriety of the Pu- 
niſhment: That is evident enough of itſelf. 
And the Duration of this Defection and its 
Puniſhment anſwer exactly to one another. 
For juſt ſo long did the Jeu ſuffer all the 
Miſeries of the worſt kind of publick Slave- 
ry, as they had lived under the Govern- 
ment ſet up by them in Oppoſition to the 
Will of God. Of this any one may ſatisfy 
himſelf by conſulting the Margin of his 
Bible, and computing the Time tha: paſt 
berwixt the firſt of Saul's Reign and the 
fourth of 7ehozakim. This Period he will 
find to be exactly four hundred and eighty 
nine Years ; which falls ſhort by one of the 
ſeventy Weeks of Subjection: But a ſingle 
Year may very well be overlookt in a Com- 
putation of this kind. 

I know we are apt to think too ſlightly 
of this Defection; and that becauic we are 
more converſant with the Hiltory of the 
Jeus. while under the Regal Goverment, 
than under the Theocracy. And becauſe we 
find that Goyernwent countenanced, and 
the Poſſeſſion of it promiled to David 2 
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his Poſteriry for ever by God himſelf. But 
though, after it was legally eſtabliſhed, the 
People were under all 1 * Obligations 


to yield Obedience and to ſupport it, and 
the Prophets could not be ſuppoſed openly 
to condemn it: yet that the Eſtabliſhment it- 
ſelf was a direct Rebellion againſt God, we 
cannot well doubt, when we read the Hi- 
ſtory of it in the 8th and 12th Chapters of 
the firſt Book of Samuel. There it is aid, 
The Lord their God was the King of 
I/rael, and that the People's asking a King 
was @ rejecting God that he ſhould reigu 
over them. Nay God himfelf compares this 
Defection from him as their political Head, 
to their Defection from him, by Idolatry, 
as the Object of their Devotion; and com- 
mands Samuel to proteſt ſolemnly to the 
People againſt this Need: which he does, 
after having preſented the King to them, 
and writing what he faid, lays it up as a 
Monument to future Ages before the Lord. 
Afterwards he works a Miracle, that the 
People might perceive and ſee that their 
Wickedneſs was great in asking them à 
King : Which they are ſo ſenſible of, that 
they intreat Samuel to intercede for them 

with the Lord. that they might not die. 
It is very certain; That ie original In- 
tention of the 7euiſh Conſtitution and Law 
E Was, 
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was, That they ſhould have no regular and 
eſtabliſhed ſupreme Magiſtrate; but that they 
ſhould be directed in all publick Affairs by 


Reſponſes 2 to the High- prieſt by U- 
7. 


rim and Thummim, or by the Revelations 
of Prophets and Dreams. Therefore, when 
the People offered the Government to Gi- 
deon and his Poſterity, he refuſed to rule o- 
ver them, becauſe the Lord ſhould rule 
over them: (Judg. viii. 22, 23.) And it 
was the fame Form of Government the Jews 
expected to have re-cſtabliſhed after the Cap- 
tivity. (See E274 ii. 63. and Nehem. vi. 
65.) It is obſerved too, That, after the Go- 
vernment became hereditary, God no longer 
ſpoke by *Urim and Thummzim, or acted 
any Way in the Character of their po- 
litical Governor. He could no longer be 
conſulted in a regular Manner; but only in- 
terpoſed, upon particular Occaſions, by his 
Prophets, to encourage the People in great 
Exigencies, or threaten them with impend- 


ing Judgments, when they departed from 


his Law. So that from the Nature of the 
Thing, as well as Expreſſions in Scripture, 
the Change of their Goverment appears to 


have been a great Crime. 


Beſides, after the Time of the Judges, the 


Jeu had been more negligent in obeying 


leyeral religious Inſtitutions, as in the Ob- 
ſervation 
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ſeryation of the ſabbatical Years; (2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 21.) the Celebration of the Paſſover, 
(Seez Kings xxiii. 22. and 2. Chron. xxxv. 
18.) and others: (Nehem. viii. 17.) which 
might partly be the Reaſon of this ſevere and 
long Puniſhment. 

Some may perhaps object to this Ac- 
count of the Prophecy, that we have. not 
begun the Computation of the Weeks from 
the going forth of any Commandment, 
as all others have done. In anſwer to 
this I would deſire my Reader to exa- 
mine what Authority there is for begin- 
ing it thus, I know not how this has al- 
ways been taken for granted, without ever 
being called in queſtion, or proved. I am 
ſure, that neither in this Verſe, where the 
ſeventy Weeks are ſpoken of, nor in any o- 
ther Part of this Prophecy, are they ſaid to 
begin from the going forth of the Com- 
mandment: Nor is the Commandment men- 
tioned as an Ara till the next Verſe, 
where it is applied to quite different Pe- 
riods. And this ſingle Obſervation, as it re- 
moves the Foundation upon which all for- 
mer Schemes haye been founded, I cannot 
help thinking ſhould make them fall to the 
Ground. | 

This then is the Explication of the firſt 
Part of the Prophecy. Whether it agrees 

E 2 with 
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with the moſt natural Signification of the 
Words, or the Hiſtory and Chronolgy of 
the Zews, the Reader may judge for him- 
ſelf. In this reſpect however it evidently 
has the Advantage of all others, that it ap- 
— a direct Anſwer to the Intention f 


Daniels Prayer; that it is ſuch as he could 
fully underſtand ; for being formerly acquaint- 
ed with the Beginning of rhe Jewel Sla- 
very, and now told how long it was to laſt, 
he could not fail to know when the Free- 
dom of his People was to be reſtored; that 
ir comprehends the Time of thoſe Sufferings 
which Daniel was then lamenting; and 
that it makes him acquainted with the Rea- 
ſons. and Progreſs of God's Providence : 
Which are things that have not been attend- 
ed to before. DOG "RY 


SECT. II. 


1 telling, in general, what Number 
of Years was determined for the Jews 
o ſuffer; the Angel goes on to inform Da- 
niel of the chief Revolutions that ſhould hap- 
pen to their State, and the ſeveral Steps that 
ſhould be raken, to bring about their entire 
Reſtoration during that Period. This he in- 
troduces, by ſay ing, Know therefore and 

undes ſland, which ſhews, that it is only a 

par- 
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articular Explication and Detail of what he 
bad ſaid before. Know therefore and under. 
ſtand, that from the going forth of the 
Commandment ta reſtore and to build Je- 
ruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the Prince ſhalt 
be ſeven Weeks, and in threeſcore and 
two Weeks the Street ſhall be built again 
and the Wall or Breach, (for ſo the ori- 
ginal Word ſignifies) even in troublous 
Times, and after threeſcore and two 
IVeeks ſhall Meſſiah (or the anointed) be 
cut off, but not for himſelf, or, and they 
ſhall be no more his People, Here the 
Verle ſhould end, for there is a full Pauſe; 
both in the Words and the Senſe. Nor is 
there any Reaſon for joining the ſeven Weeks, 
and the threeſcore and two Weeks together 
to make ſixty nine: For beſides the Od- 
neſs of ſuch an Expreſſion, and that it is un- 
warranted by any Example of the ſame 
Kind, they are ſeparated by an Athnach in 
the original Text. "Is 
In this ſecond Part of the Prophecy, the 
Angel foretells three different Events, — The 
coming of the Anointed the Prince.— The 
rebuilding the Street, and repairing the 
Breach—, And the cutting off the Anointed : 
All which muſt be conſiderable Revolutions 
in the 7-w1/h Stare, and have ſome Reference 
to the Reltoration of their Liberty. And 
1011 | the 
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the preciſe Times, when theſe Revolutions 
ſhould happen, are clearly pointed out by 
the Number of Weeks, from a certain Ara 
mentioned in the Text, The going forth of 
the Commandment to reſtore and build e- 
ruſalem. Now this Ara muſt be ſuch an 
one as Daniel was acquainted with: For to 
tell a Man, that from ſuch an Æra to ſuch 
an Event is ſo long time, if he is ignorant 
of that Ara, is really not to inform him 
when that Event ſhould happen; and is in 
Effect ſaying nothing, Beſides it muſt be 
ſuch an 22 as has ſome Connection with 
the Event; fo that a probable Reaſon may 
appear why it is choſen. Now, if the Wri- 
ters on this Subject had fixt it at the Com- 
mandment of Cyrus; as Daniel knew by 
the Prophecies of Ferem:ah, when that was 
to happen, it might have anſwered all theſe 
Conditions. This however will not anſwer 
any of their Schemes, and has therefore ne- 
ver been uſed. But to fix it at the Time 
when Darius Nothus renewed Cyrus's 
Grant, as ſome have done; or at Ezra's 
Commiſſion from Artaxerxes, or Nehe- 
miah's, as others, cannot anſwer any one 
of theſe Conditions: For Daniel was e- 
qually ignorant of all of them. And if fo 
many learned Men, after all the Events have 
happened, and the Chronology is fixt, can- 

nor 
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not determine from which of theſe Periods 
to reckon ; how could Daniel know a hun- 
dred Years before any of them happened ? 
Neither have theſe any Connection with the 
Events; nor indeed were they properly 
Commandments to reſtore and build 8 — 
ſalem. That of Darius Nothus was only 
a Permiſſion to finiſh the Temple. Thoſe 
of Artaxerxes were, the firſt to order the 
better Execution of the Law, the other only 
to repair the Walls of Feruſalem. 

But without having Recourſe to Hiſtories 
or Calculations, this Æra is plainly enough 
revealed in the Text. For the Command- 
ment is the ſame with that mentioned in the 
. of the Angel's * Verſe 23. 
At the Beginning of thy Supplications the 
Commandment came forth, and I am come 
to ſhew it (for thus it ſhould be ſupplied, 
and not rt ſhew thee) for thou art greatly 
beloved; therefore underſtand, &c. Forin 
both Places, the Original Word for Command- 
ment is the ſame, (Dabar the Word) and 
peculiarly applicable to the Commandments 
of God; whoſe Word not only determines 
furure Events, but brings . that into Being 
which was not. And what Commandment 
can we ſuppoſe came forth from God at the 
Beginning of Dauiel's Supplications, in con- 
ſequence of his being greatly beloved. of 

which 
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which the Angel Gabriel was ſent to inform 
him, but that which was the Anſwer of his 
Prayer. Now what was it Daniel prayed 
for, but that God's Anger might be turned 
away from Feruſalem, his People and San- 
ctuary; and that he would command them 
to be reſtored. His Prayer is heard, the 
Commandment is giyen, and the Angel Ga- 
brief diſpatched to ſhew him the Command- 
ment, and how long it ſhould be to the Ex- 
ecution of it. For though the Decrees of 
God are from all Eternity, yet he is often 
repreſented in Scripture as being entreated, 
as repenting, as yielding to the Prayers of 
his People, and for their Sakes altering his 
Decrees; which is very properly expreſt in 
the prophetick Stile by the Commandments 
going forth from the Judgment. ſeat of God, 
with the ſame Solemnity as the Angels are 
repreſented, in the Viſions of Daniel and 
John the Apoſtle, lifting up their Hands to 
Heaven, and ſwearing by him that liverh 
for ever and ever. But the chief Deſigu 
ſeems to have been, That it might ſerve as 
a Foundation of entire Confidence to Da- 
niel. For as in making him acquainted with 
the Date of future Events, nothing could be 
more natural than to begin the Computation 
from the preſent Time; ſo nothing could give 
him more certain Aſſurance of their Accom- 


pliſhment 
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pliſhment at theſe Times, than to reckon 
from the expreſs Commandment and Promile 
of God. n ; 
I might obſerve here, That the Septuagint 
Tranſlation determines it expreſſly to this 
Senſe; by rendring the Paſſage; From the 
going forth of the Word (or Commandment) 
to anſwer and to build: Which can be 
underſtood no other Way, than of the Com- 
mandment to the Angel to give Daniel the 
Anſwer of his Prayer. And as the Hebrew 
Word ſometimes bears that Signification, it 
ought certainly in this Place to be preferred, 
as it ſaves an uſeleſs Tautology, and fixes 
the Meaning of the whole Prophecy. 

To ſettle this Ara then, we need only 
enquire in what Vear of the Captivity it was 
Daniel ſaw this Viſion. This, I think; is 
ſufficiently determined by the Scripture; 
and it is quite reaſonable, or rather neceſſa- 
ry it ſhould be ſo. For the whole Deſign 
of the Scripture, in this Prophecy, being to 
reveal Times to us, we could make no Senſe 
of it, nor indeed would it be any Prophecy 
to us, if it did not give us ſufficient Data 
to aſcertain the Beginning of theſe Periods. 
For this very Purpoſe therefore, the Date of 
this Viſion is expreſt in the firſt Verſe of 
this Chapter, and ſaid to happen in the fir ff 
Tear off Darius the Son of Ahaſuerus, - 
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the Seed of the Medes, which was made 
King over the Realm of the Chaldeans 3 
which happened immediately upon Be/ſhaz- 
Sass Death. (See Chap. v. 30, 31.) 

But here a Queſtion ariſes, who this Be/- 


ſhazzar was; tor there is no ſuch Name oc- 


curs in the Catalogue we have of the Baby- 
loniſh Kings, This has given Occaſion to 
various Hypotheſes: Some imagining Bel- 
ſhazzar the fame with Evilmerodach, lome 
with Laboro/oarchod, and others with Na- 
bonidus. Laboroſuarchod it could not be; 
for he was but an Infant, and reigned only 
nine Months: and the third Year of Be/ſhaz- 
Sar is mentioned in Dauiel. But many have 
been tempted to think him Nabonidus; and 
Cyaxares,Cyrus's Uncle, Darius the Mede, 
from a Notion that he is repreſented as the laſt 
of the Babylonian Kings. But there is no 
Foundation for this Opinion: Cyaxares is a 
fictitious Perſon; Nabonidus was no way re- 
lated to Nebuchadnezzar's Family, and 
Belſhazzar is frequently, in Daniel, called 
his Son; nor does the Hiſtory of their 
Deaths agree in any one Circumſtance. Be/- 
ſhazzar was murdered in the midſt of a 
Feaſt: Nabonidus was not killed, as they 
ſuppoſe, when Baby/on was taken; but af- 
ter that, was beſieged by Cyras in the Caſtle 
of Borzippa, and, when taken, made Go- 
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vernor of Carmania. Indeed I am at a Loſs 
to imagine, how any one, that made the 
Scripture his chief Guide, ſhould think of 
any other than Evilmerodach. By the general 
Conſent of all Hiſtorians and 1 
he was the Son and immediate Succeſſor of 
Nebuchaduc g gar; and ſuch Belſbag gar is 
repreſented in Daniel. For in the fifth Chap- 
ter, Nebuchadue g zar is no lels than ſix 
ſeveral times called his Father, by the Queen- 
mother, Dauiel and Belſbag zar bimlelf; 
and he is called his Son: Nor is there the 
leaſt Shadow or Appearance of Reaſon, from 
Scripture, for interpreting this Grandfather 
and Grandſon. And the Manner of his Death 
agrees: for Evilmerodach was killed when 
leaſt expecting it. by a Confpiracy. Beſides, 
in the Book of Baruch, the captive Jews 
are adviſed to pray for the Lives of Nebu- 
chadnezzar and Balthaſar his Son, that 
they might live long under their Sha- 
dows; which ſhews that he was his im- 
mediate Succeſſor. (See Baruch i. 11, 12.) 
Accordingly, theſe Reaſons have induced Sir 
John Marſham and other eminent Chrono- 
logiſts, who have laboured to reconcile the 
ſacred with profane Hiſtory, to be of this 
Opinion. Bur for our Parr, it is enough we 
agree with the literal Text, and that there 
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are no Arguments, deduced meerly from 
Scripture, againſt our Opinion. 

This Belſbag zar is, by other Hiſtorians, 
and twice in the Bible itſelf, called Eviime- 
rodach. But we ought not from this one Ex- 
ample to infer, that the Babyloniſh Kings had 
generally more Names than one: for Eviime- 
rodach was evidently a Name of Contempt 
only, fignifying fooliſßh Merodach. And it is 
remarkable, that all thoſe Babylouian Kings 
who have their Names compounded with 
Merodach, were effeminate and weak Prin- 
ces; as Merodach Empadus, or redeemed 
Merodach, who did not get into his Fa- 
ther's Throne till after it had been poſſeſt 
by four Strangers; Meſſeſſimordachus, 
or diſſolute Merodach, whole ſhort Reign 
of four Years threw the Kingdom into ſuch 
Diſorders, that there followed an Inter- 
reguum of eight Years; and this Evilme- 
rodach, who has the Character in profane 
Hiſtorians, and is repreſented in Daniel, as 
a luxurious Prince. I have ſome Reaſons 
that induce me to believe, that Merodach 
was the God of Pleaſure and revelling, or 
the Bacchus of the Babylontans. But as I 


have no poſitive Authority, and it is not ne- 


geſſary to our preſent Queſtion, I ſhall not 
trouble the Reader with any Conjectures. 
What is ſaid however may lerye to make it 
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probable that Evilmerodach was not his 
original and royal Title; though this Name 
ſeems at laſt to have prevailed, and obliterat- 
ed the other, after he was killed, and the 
Kingdom fallen into the Hands of his Ene- 
my. And therefore the Author of the ſecond 
Book of Kings and Jeremiah, writing after 
his Death, give him that Name by which he 
was then moſt generally diſtinguiſhed : But 
Daniel writing what paſt in his own Court, 
and, as is ſuppoſed, near the Time it hap- 
pened, gives him the Name he aſſumed to 

imſelf. Beſides, there is Reaſon to believe 
Nebuchadnezzar would give his Son this 
Name of Belſbag zar. For it may be re- 
marked that, the Babylonians being a very 
ſuperſtitious People, it was cuſtomary for 


their Kings and great Men to aſſume the Name 
of ſome of their Gods. Theſe were chiefly 


three, Nebo, Bel and Merodach; as we 
find them mentioned in the Prophecies againſt 
Babylon. Iſa. xlvi. 1. Bel boweth down, 
Nebo ſtoopeth; their Idols, 8c. And Fer. 
I. 2. Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, 
Merodach is broken in Pieces, &c. her 
Idole, &c. And, accordingly, we find ſome 
one of theſe in the Compoſition of all the 
Names of the Baby/oniſh Kings, that is, all 
ſuch as were originally of Babyloniſh Ex- 
traction. Thus Nebo or Nabo is a in 
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Nabonaſar, n 
Nabonidus or Naboandelus, and Nabu gra- 
dan; Bel or Baal in Belus, Belibus, Baladan 
or Beleſis, Merodach-Baladan, Belſbag gar; 
and Merodach in Merodach-Empadus, Me- 
feſſimordac hu and Evilmerodach. Now in a 
Country, whereNativities,the Aſpects and In- 
fluences of Stars, lucky Hours, and all the 
Chimæras of Aſtrology prevailed ſo much, and 
particular Gods were believed to preſide over 
them; it is probable they would be deter- 
mined by theſe Things, not only in the 
Choice of their Name, but the God to whom 
they were more particularly devoted. Thus 
Nifroch is called Sexnacherib's God, and 


Bel, Nebuchadnezzar's; for to him he 


built a moſt magnificent Temple, and dedt- 
cated the Spoils of War. And from him it is 
faid that he named Dauiel. Belteſpaggar, 
according to the Name of his God : Which 
makes it probable the fame Reaſon might in- 
duce him to call his Son Be/ſhazzar. 

But to fix the Time ofthe Viſion, we muſt 
firſt know how long Nebuchadnezzar and 
Evilmerodach reigned. Nebuchadnezzar, 
ir is agreed on at all Hands,reigned forty three 
Years; and Beroſus and Prolomy's Canon 
aſſign two Years to his Son, which, as it is 
not controverted by the modern Chronolo- 
giſts, tho Jaſephus makes him reign eigh- 
= teen 
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teen, I ſhall follow as the moſt probable: 
For it is no Objection to ir, that the third 
Year of Belſba gar is mentioned in Da- 
net, as he might have only begun that Year 
when he was killed. We muſt likewiſe reckon 
the 43d of Nebuchaduezzar and firſt of 
Belſhazzar the ſame Year. Which I you 
trom the Manner P7fo/omy conſtantly u- 
les in reckoning the Reigns of Kings: For 
if any one began a Year, though he died the 
firſt Month of it, he aſſigns him the whole 
Year; and for the fame Reaſon, omits all 
that died the ſame Year they came to the 
Kingdom, of which there are four or five 
Examples in his Catalogue of the Per ſian 
Kings. But this is likewiſe fixt by the Scrip- 
ture Chronology : For at the Return or Be- 
ginning of the ſeventh Year of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, feboiahin was carried captive z 
(compare 2 Chron. xxxyi. 10. with Jer em. lii, 
26.) and in the thirty ſeventh Year of his 


Captivity he was releaſed by Evilmerodach 


King of Babylon, in the Tear that he be- 
gan to reign, (2 Kings xxv. 27.) a Phraſe 
that ſufficiently diſtinguiſhes it from the firſt 
compleat Year of his Reign: So that the 
thirty ſeventh of his Captivity, and firſt of 
Evilmerodach, fall in the fame Year with 

the forty third of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Now the ſeventy Years Captivity begin- 
ning 
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ning, as we ſhallprove afterwards, at the en 


tire Depopulation of the Land, in the twenty 
third of Nebuchaduc g gar; it follows that 


the forty third of his Reign, or firſt of Evil. 


merodach muſt be the 2oth of the Captivity, 
the ſecond the 21ſt: And the next Year, 
which was the laſt of Evuihnerodach, the 
firſt of Darius the Mede, and 22d of the 
Captivity, Daniel ſaw the Viſion; and from 
thence the ſeveral Periods muſt be com- 
puted. | 

This being once ſettled, would natarally 
lead us to fix the Events by the Times ; 
bur this is not enough: We muſt likewiſe 
exainine whether they agree with the Inten- 
tion of the Prophecy, and the Marks by 
which they are characteriſed in the Text; 
for by theſe we muſt be led to the Interpre- 
tation. The firſt that is mentioned then is 
the Meſtah the Prince. This ſhould be one 
of whom Daniel muſt not only have had 
ſome Fore-knowledge, bur likewiſe known, 
that with his coming the Deliverance of 
his People the eus was connected. And 
ſuch an one there was. Cyrus had been pro- 
pheſied ofby Name, in the Writings of //azah, 
as the great Deliverer of God's People; and 
is even called by the Lord his anointed, 
or his Meſſiah. That ſaith of Cyrus, he 
is my Shepherd, and ſball perform all 


my 


Fl 
, 
% 
8 
5 


EY 
* 

2 
1 
1 
1 
4 


of Daniel's Weeks. 49 
my Pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſalem, 


\ Thou ſhalt be built, and to the Temple, 


Thy Foundation ſhall be laid. Thus faith 
the Lord to his Anomted, (his Meſſiah) 20 
Cyrus whoſe Right-hand I have holden, 
&c. Iſa. xliv. 28. and xlv. 1. And it had 
been often foretold that the Babylouiſh Em- 
pire ſhould be overturned by the Per ſians. 
So that by all this Daniel muſt have under- 
ſtood as much as if the Angel had expreſly 
told him, that, after a certain Number of 
Years, the Babyloniſh Empire ſhould be diſ- 
ſolved; that the Per/zans ſhould fucceed ; and 
that Cyrus, their firſt King, ſhould reſtore 
the diſperſed eus, and order Jeruſalem 
and the Temple to be rebuilt: which is all 
we know of this Revolution in the ZFew/ſþ 
State, to this Day. Beſides, Cyrus might well 
be diſtinguiſhed by the Appellation of the 
Anointed or Meſſiah, as much as by his 
own * Name: not only as it is peculiar 
to him, becauſe he was called by God his 
Me ſſiah; but becauſe he was the firſt Empe- 
ror of Perſia: And the Rabbzes tell us, 
That it was only the firſt King of a Race 
that was anointed. So that in this Reſpect 
too, this Epithet ſufficiently diſtinguiſhes 
him from the other Kings. And the Time 
falls exactly right; for from that Time of 
the twenty ſecond Year of the Captivity, 
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when Daniel ſaw the Viſion, to that Time 
of the firſt Year of Cyrus, when he granted 
the Decree in favour of the Jews, was juſt 
ſeven Weeks or forty nine Years: Which 
is plain by ſubſtracting twenty one from the 
leventy Years of Captivity. The preciſe 
Time of Year indeed is neither mentioned in 
the Viſion, nor in the Decree. But we may 
eaſily ſuppoſe they would exactly agree, as 
it appears from Circumſtances, that they both 
happened when the Year was advanced. 

The next thing foretold in this Part of the 
Prophecy is, That, in threeſcore and two 
Weeks the Street ſhould return and be 
built (as it is in Hebrew) and the Breach 
(for ſo the Word ſignifies) even in ſtrait of 
Times, or, troublous Times, Where it is 
to be obſerved that the Word Breach, by a 
Metaphor common to all Languages, is fo. 
often applied to the Deſtruction of a Conſti- 
tution or Church, as well as a Wall, that ir 
may as naturally be explained of the one as 
of the other. And that the firſt is meant 
here, is far moſt probable; for the repairing 
of a Street and Wall, if nothing elſe is im- 
plied, was an Event ſcarce worthy to be 
foretold by an Angel ſo many Ages before. 
Though indeed the Prophecy was exactly 
fulfilled in both theſe Senſes. 

Now this Breach, according to the Rule 
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we have eſtabliſhed, ought to be inter- 
9 45 of ſuch a Subverſion of the Religion, 

aws, Government and publick Peace of the 
Jeu, as Daniel knew before was to hap- 

en. This, in a manner, fixes it down to 
that which we are told in the preceeding 
Chapter, was that very Year revealed to 
him; and which we have deſcribed in the 
gth, roth, IIth. 12th, and from the 2oth 
to the 26th Verſes of that Chapter. And 
out of one of them, &c. Now this Prophe- 
cy is, I think, by all explained of the Perſe- 
cution begun by Antiochus Epiphanes ; to 
which it is confined by a great Number of 
different Characters. And that it has ſome 
Relation ro the preſent Prophecy may be 
further proved from this, That both are re- 
vealed by the fame Angel, (Dau. ix. 21.)and 
the Subject of this laſt Viſion ſeems only a 
Continuation ofthe former; and that it is laid 


to happen in the laſi End of the Indignation, 


for at the Time appointed the End ſhould 


be. Now by the Time of Indignation here 
is meant that Term of Years, or the ſeventy 
Weeks during which the Jeu ſhould ſuffer 
the Puniſhment of their Defection. And ac- 
cordingly, this Prophecy is made to extend 
even until the Conſummation, and that de- 
termined ſhould be poured upon the Deſ0- 
fate, And as this particular Eyent muſt 

G 2 have 
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have fallen within the ſeventy Weeks, ſo it 
could not happen till near the End of them. 
Nor indeed was there any remarkable Change 
in the State of the Jews from their Return 
till this Time. 

The Hiſtory of this terrible Perſecution, 
which was more dangerous to the Jeu 
Church, and by which their Religion ſeem- 
ed nearer being extirpated, than even by the 
Babyloniſh Captivity, or the final Deſtru- 
ction of Feruſalem by Titus, is given us 
at large in the two Books of Maccabees, 
and Hiſtory of Zo/ephus: with which every 
Reader has caly Acceſs to be acquainted, 
and where he will find all that we know of 
theſe Times ; and therefore may be fully qua- 
lified to judge of the Application of this Pro- 
phecy. There he will find that, after Oni- 
as the third was, by the treacherous Practi- 
ces of Simon the Protector of the Temple, 
baniſhed Jeruſalem, his Brother Feſtus ee 
in Compliment to the Greeks, changed his 
Name to Jaſon, bought the High-prieſthood 
of the Syrian King: And at the =o Time 
Time erected a Gymnaſium, or publick Place 
of Exerciſe in Imitation of the — near 


the Temple; which corrupted the 7ews 
reatly, making them neglect, and even de- 
ſpiſe the religious Rites and other Cuſtoms 
of their Country, and in all things img 
thole 
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thoſe of the Greeks. After this Menelaus, 
whom J7oſephus calls Jaſon's Brother, tho 
the Author of the Maccabees makes him a 
Benjamite, and no way allied to the Prieſt- 
hood, by giving a greater Price, and pro- 
miſing to make the Fews. come entirely 
into the Greek Religion, purchaſed the Prieſt- 
hood. This raiſed two Factions in Judea, 
which being both headed by the Rival High- 
rieſts. Men of the moſt cruel and wicked 
D iſpoſitions, brought the greateſt Miſeries 
on that Country. Till Menelaus, to iu 


port his Authority by the ſame Power that 


gave it, perſwaded Antiochus to inyade Fu- 
dea; where taking Feruſalem, he killed of 
the Inhabitants forty thouſand in three Days 
time, and ſold as many for Slaves. Then after 
having polluted the Temple, by entring in- 
to the Holy of Holies, and ſprinkling all 
with Swine's Blood, he robbed it of all irs 
Riches and ſacred Veſſels. Sometime after 
this, he ſent Apollonius who, falling upon 
the Jeu on their Sabbath- day, ſlaughtered 


all he could, without any Mercy or Regard 


to Age or Sex, gave the Plunder of the Ci- 
ty to his Soldiers, ſet Fire to it in ſeveral 
Places, and razed the Walls to the Ground; 
ſo that it became quite deſolate for ſome 
Time. Then he built a Fortreſs upon Mount 
Acre, which, overlooking the Temple, put 

an 
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an End to all the Sacrifices and Temple- 
worſhip, the Soldiers of the Garriſon killing 
whoever attempted to enter it. Nor was 
this all, for Ant:ochus made a Decree, by 
which all Obſervances of the Mo/a:rck 
Law were forbid under Pain of Death ; the 
Heathen-worſhip was eſtabliſhed in Judea; 
the Temple itſelf was dedicated to Jupiter 
Olympzrus; all Copies of the Law were 
deſtroyed, Mothers who had circumciſed 
their Children, were hanged with thoſe Chil- 
dren tied to their Necks; and all, who would 
not eat Swine's Fleſh ſacrificed ro Heathen 
Gods, were butchered and tortured in the 
cruelleſt Manner. And in all this the great- 
eſt Part of the 7euiſh Nation either com- 
plied through Inclination, or ſubmitted thro' 
Fear. 

In this Condition the Jews were when 
Judas Maccabeus appeared: and though he 
recovered the City and Temple, and reſto- 
red the divine Worſhip, which both he and 
his Brother Zonathan, who ſucceeded him, 
maintained with the greateſt Reſolution and 
Conduct; yet theDeſign of extirpating their 
Nation and Religion was not laid afide, and 
the Hrian Empire ſeemed always ready to 
ſwallow them up, whenever its full Strength, 
which was ſo far ſuperior to theirs, ſhould be 
turned againſt them, which the State of their 

Affairs 
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Affairs would not allow at that Time. 
The Fort in the middle of Feruſalem, and 
many others throughout the Country, ſtill 
continued as Bridles in their Mouths. They 
had no eſtabliſhed legal Government, being 
at War with the Kings of Hria, who were 
their Civil Heads. They had no High- 
prieſt; for Menelans, who bore that Name, 
neither was acknowledged by the People, 
nor officiated as ſuch : And after he had ſuf- 
tered the juſt Reward of his Crimes, the Of- 
fice was 2 proſtituted, and given to Al. 
cimus, who was as wicked, had as little 
Right, and was as little acknowledged as his 
Predeceſſor: And when he died, the Office 
continued quite vacant for ſeven Years. 
Now this is the Breach upon the Conſti- 
tution, Government, Religion and Laws of 
the Jeu mentioned in our Text, and ſo 
often prophecied of in Daniel. And this 
Breach was, by a very unexpected Turn of 
Aſtairs, repaired all at once; and the Jet 
reſtored in one Year's Time, from all this 
Miſery and Danger, to a State of greater 
Freedom, and more Honour than they en- 
joyed before the War began. This happen- 
ed in the eighth Vear after Jonathan became 
Leader of the ZFews, the 16th of the Se- 
leucian Ara, and the 153d before Chriſt, 
For then Alexander Balas, an, Impoſtor, 


pre- 
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pretending to be the Son of Antiochus Epi- 

hanes, claimed the Syrian Crown; and be- 
ing = 2 197508 by the Kings of Pergamus, 
Cappadocia and Egypt, and owned by the 
Romans, and great Numbers, diſſatisfied 
with the preſent Government, deſerting to 
him, made War upon Demetrius the King. 
In this Exigence, both the Competitors, 
ſeeing of what Importance it was to ſecure 
the Friendſhip of Jonathan and the Fews, 
endeayoured to outbid one another in their 
Grants of Immunities to the People, and Ho- 
nours to Jonathan. Demetrius conſtituted 
him his General in Judea; reſtored all the 
Captives that were diſperſt through his King- 
dom; gave up the Hoſtages that were kept 
in the F lr at Feruſalem; yielded up his 
Authority over that Fortreſs ; remitted moſt 
of the Taxes to the Zews; and added three 
Governments out of Jamaria and Galilee, 
together with Prolemais, to their Country; 
allowed the free Exerciſe of their Religion 
in all his Dominions ; promiſed to contri- 
bute to the Expences of repairing the City 


and Temple; made the Temple a Sanctua- 


ry, and appointed 20,000 Shekels of Silver 
to be paid yearly out of the King's Revenue 
for its Service. But Alexander giving Jo- 
nathan the High- prieſthood, he choſe rather 
to make an Alliance with him; and accord- 


ingly 


— 2 — 


r 1 Pe — 
RY n CARS * mo 1 * 5 me et _ 
r . A SI NC TBI > 4 ot SAP 7c ig ett? 


* +; n n ig „ ** * 
. 


of Daniel's JYeeks. 57 


ingly, after he, proving victorious, was ſet- 
led in the Kingdom, continued in great 
Friendſhip and Honour with him, being put 
into Offices of Truſt, and receiving ſeveral 
Places of Importance in Paleſtine. 

By this ſudden Revolution, Jonathan 
gained an abſolute Authority in his Country. 
Thoſe who were before kept in Awe, by 
having their Children and near Relations in 
the Hands of the Hrians as Hoſtages, join- 
ed him; the apoſtate eus ſubmitted ; and 
the Enemy deſerted all the Garriſons except 
thoſe of Feruſalem and Bethſura. Then 
Jonathan began to live at Jeruſalem, for 
he had reſided in Mi ſpeh before, as we are 


told. x Maccab. x. 10, 11. This done, Jo- 


nathan ſettled himſelf in Feruſalem, and 
began to build and repair the City. And 
he commanded the Workmen to build the 
Walls and the Mount Zion round about 
with ſquare Stones for Fortification, and 
they did ſo. Then the Strangers that were 
in the Fortreſſes which Batchides had 
built fled away, So that, whether we ex- 
plain the Breach metaphorically of the Per- 
ſecution, or literally of the Wall, this Year 
the Prophecy had its Completion. And in 
this very Year the ſixty two Weeks, from 
the Time Danze! ſaw the Viſion, were com- 
pleated. For betwixt the Year in which 
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Cyrus took Babylon, and the Fews return- 
ed, which was the 538, and this the 153, 
there are 385: To which add the forty nine 
Years or ſeven Weeks before, it makes 434, 
which are preciſely ſixty two Weeks. 

The laſt thing contained in this Part of 
the Prophecy is, That. after threeſtore aud 
two Weeks the Meſſiah (or anointed) ſhould 
be cut off, but not for himſelf. Now to 
trace out the Meaning of this, in the fame 
Manner as we have done in the reſt, we 
muſt examine what Idea Daniel would con- 
ceive of it. We have already obſerved that 
this Epithet the Anoznted, could only be 
given to the Kings or High prieſts ; the Su- 
preme Civil, or Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Ma- 
giſtrate among the We But Daniel knew 
there was to be no ſupreme Civil Magiltrate 
or King among the Fews, while they were 
ſubject to a foreign Power; therefore he could 
underſtand it of none but the High-prieſt, 
And as it is a general Epithet, it may as well 
be applied to a Line of High- prieſts, as to any 
ſingle Perſon; ſo as to gulf the anointed 
Line, and not the anointed High- prieſt; and 
that Daniel would take it in this Senſe is moſt 
pro bable, as he knew it was of far greater Im- 
portance to the Jeuiſh State (for changing 
the Succeſſion to the High- prieſthood. was 
as great a Revolution among the Jews, as 


chang- 
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changing the Succeſſion to the Crown in 4 
hereditary Monarchy ; and even greater, as 
the High-prieſt was not only the chief 
Civil Maoiftrate, bur the Inſtitutions of their 
Religion and Law, which eſtabliſhed the 
Succeſſion, were concerned) and as he was 
acquainted with the Pontifical Line, but 
knew nothing of the Perſon in whom it ſhould 
end. This Interpretation is favoured like- 
wife by the Septuagint; for there it is not 
tranſlated he Anointed, but the Anoint- 
ment or Union, which applies better to a 
Race of High prieſts, than to a ſingle Man; 
eſpecially if we ſuppoſe only the firſt of a 
Line was anointed. Nevertheleſs, whether 


this Epithet be applied to the pontifical Line, 


or a particular High-prieſt, the Prophecy 
will be found literally fulfilled. For from 
that very Year 153, in which the ſixty two 
Weeks expired, the Line of 7ogadak, which 
from the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Jeu, had 
poſſeſt the Prieſthood for near 400 Years, 
were excluded from it forever, and that ina 

manner that agrees exactly with this Text. 
For On1as the Son of that On:as, who was 
firſt expelled Judea, and then murdered by 
the Enemies of his Religion and Country, 
having been obliged to fly from the Perſecu- 
tion into Eg ypt, when he ſaw the Pontifi- 
cate, which was his by Right of Succeſſion, 
H 2 and 
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and the Laws of his Country, ſettled upon 
Jonathan, and no Hopes of ever recoyer- 
ing it, procured a Licence from the King 
of £g ypt to build a Temple there like that 
in Feruſalem, and to have the Prieſthood in 
it ſettled upon himſelf and his Poſterity for- 
ever. The Argument he uſed to perſwade 
the King was, That, Judea now elan 
to the Kingdom of Hria, it was his Intere 
that the Zews, who were his Subjects, ſhould 
not be obliged to go up every Year to 7e- 
ruſalem, which might alienate them from 
his Government, and bring them under a 
Dependance upon the Hrian Kings. This 
Temple he built, the fourth Year after Jo- 
nathan was made High- prieſt: And by this 
means he not only excluded himſelf and Po- 
ſterity from the High-prieſt's Office at Je- 
ruſalem; but likewiſe cut off himſelf and all 
the Egyptian eus from their Country, 
and the original Stock of their Nation. For 
all Zewi/h Males being obliged by their Law 
to preſent themſelves once a Year at the 
Temple in Feruſalem; and all the Fews 
throughout the World, making it the Kebla 
to which they directed their Prayers ; itſer- 
ved as a general Bond connecting all of the 
Zewiſh Nation together, how much ſoever 
they were diſperſt through the World: And 
ſherefore when any Part of them changed 
| their 
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their Place of Worſhip, this common Bond 
of Union with their Nation was broke. Not 
to mention that the Temple at Feruſalem 
was the Place choſen by God himſelf to 
dwell in; and that no Jeu could, without 
a manifeſt Breach of a fundamental Part of 
their Religion, ſet up any other Place of 
Worſhip: and therefore it never was done 

after the Captivity except in this Inſtance. 
The Hebrew Word that is here interpre- 
ted cut off, ſignifies properly /opt off, as a 
Branch from a Tree; or cut off, as a Mem- 
ber is ſeparated from an animal Body, and 
is „ uſed to expreſs Divorces 
and Eæ communications in all which Sen- 
ſes it may very well be applied to the Se- 
paration of Onzas and his Adherents from 

the Body of the 7ews. 
The remaining Part of the original Text 
in this Place ſeems imperfect; for what is 
tranſlated in our Bibles, uν not for him- 
ſelf, is only when tranſlated into Latin, 
for it cannot well be render'd into Engliſh, 
& non erit ez. This has been very diffe- 
rently ſupplied : ſome adding culpa or pec- 
catums tome gudicium 5 lome populus 
ſome auxilium; lo as to make the Senſe, 
The Fault or Hin ſhall not be his; or, it 
ſhall not be for himſelf ; or, the Fudg- 
ment ſhall be no longer his ; or, they * 
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be no longer his People; or, there ſhall 
be none to aſſiſt him. The Truth of it is, 
there is no Reaſon in the Original itſelf for 
tranſlating it in any one of thoſe Ways more 
than another. But in all theſe ſeveral Senſes 
it agrees well enough with the Caſe of On7- 
as. For it might juſtly enough be ſaid of 
him and his Family, That the Jews ſhould 
be no longer their People, and that they 
ſhould no longer poſſeſs the Office of ſu- 
preme Judges, which at that Time belong- 
ed to the Highprieſts: Nor was there any 
Party or Faction among the Zews to aſſiſt 
them in recovering their Country. Office and 
Birth- right. And it might as juſtly be ſaid, 
That it was not for himſelf; (or itſelf, if 
applied to the Pontifical Line) not upon 
account of any Wickedneſs in him that he was 
thus excluded: for he was a Man of a very 
good Character, ſerving a long Time as prime 
Miniſter to the King of Egyyt, which Of- 
fice he diſcharged with ſingular Fidelity and 
"Wiſdom. It could only be for the Wicked- 
neſs of his two Brothers, who might be 
thought to have forfeited all Title to the 
Prieſthood, not only for themſelyes, but all 
of the ſame Race, by their Defection from 
the Law of God. Tho' indeed it was not in 
their Right, but that of his Father, he claim- 
ed the Succeſſion. 
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It is poſſible this very Prophecy was the 
Thing that induced the People to conſent to 
Jonathan's aſſuming the Pontifical Robes, 
to which he had no Right, in prejudice of 
the true Heir: for Jonathan appears to 
have been no way related to the Pontifical 
Family. Ir is true, he was a Prieſt of the 
Courle of Joarib, which was the firſt ; but 
this proves nothing ; for when thele Cour- 
les were firſt appointed by David, their 
Order was eſtabliſhed by Lot, and not by 
their Proximity ro the Line of Highprielts. 
Beſides, the Courle of Joarib was one of 
thoſe that never returned from the Captivi- 
ty; for, of the 24 Courſes, four only re- 
turned; and theſe were, the 2d, of which 
the Family of Zozadack ſeems to have been, 
the 3d, the 5th, and the 16th. Thele four 
indeed were, upon their Return, divided in- 
to Four and twenty, who bore the ſame 
Names with the ancient Courles. Bur this 
was probably done by Lot likewiſe. There- 
fore though it is only a Conjecture, yet it 
is probable that, as On:zas made ule of a 
Prophecy in 1/azah, (1/. xix. 18, 19.) to 

erlwade the Zg yptian Jews to conſent to 
his building the new Temple; fo that Jona- 
than would make uſe of this Prophecy to 
induce the People to acknowledge him as 


Highprieſt. 
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LL that remains now is the third and 
laſt Part of this Prophecy, which con- 
rains a particular Deſcription of a very bloody 
Perſecution againſt the City, Sanctuary, and 
Religion of Daniel's People: And the Peo- 
ple of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall 
deſtroy the City and the Sanffuary, and 
the End thereof ſhall be with a Flood, 
and unto the End of the War Deſolations 
are determined. And he ſhall confirm the 
Covenant with many for one Week, and 
in the Midſt of the Week he ſhall cauſe 
the Sacrifice and Oblation to ceaſe; and 
for the Overſpreading of Abominatious. 
he ſhall make it deſolate, even until the 
Con ſummation, and that determined ſhall 
be poured upon the deſolate. | 
The Time when this ſhould happen is nor 
expreſly mentioned in theſe Words; bur 
Daniel would very naturally underſtand 
the Conſummation and End of the War, 
and of the Deſtruction of the City and San- 
ctuary, to be the ſame that muſt have pre- 
ceded the repairing the Street and the Breach, 
foretold in the former Part of the Prophe- 
cy: which ſerves ſufficiently to aſcertain the 
Time; and where there are ſufficient ata 
from 
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from which a Thing may be deduced, it is 
not agreeable to the Nature of Prophecy to 
mention it in expreſs Terms. This, in a 
Manner, nails it down to that Perſecution 
begun by Autiochus Epriphanes, which im- 


mediately preceded the End of the 62 Weeks, 


and the Reparation of the Street and the 
Breach. And indeed there is no other Per- 
ſecution either within the 70 Weeks, as this 
muſt have been, or at any other Time that 
can agree with this Deſcription. But this 
will appear more evident, when we conſider 
how this Prophecy was fulfilled; and how 
it agrees in all Characters and Circumfſtan- 
ces with theſe other Prophecies of Daniel; 
which are allowed by all to relate to this 
Perfecution. "OY nee ab 
Firſt of all then, it is evident to every. 


one that reads the Hiſtory of theſe Times} 


that the People of Antivehus, or the Army 
commanded by Apollonius, when they in- 
vaded Judea, deſtroyed the City and the 
Sanctuary; and that their End or Deſtrus- 
ction was like a Flood or Torrent; impetti 
ous, irreſiſtible; and diffuſing itſelf over all: 
That Antiochur made a Covenant with ma- 
ny of the Jeu; that he cauſed the Sacri- 
fice and Oblation to ceaſe; that he ſet vp 
his own Idols; which are called rhe Idols of 
the Deſolatof, upon the Battlements of F#- 

| 1 Tuſa. 
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ruſalem; or, if we follow the other Read- 
ing, that he made the City and Temple de- 
folate, for the overſpreading of Abomina- 
tion. by which Word the Idols of the Hea- 
thens are generally meant: thus Aſhroreth 
is called the Abomination of the $1donians, 
Chemoſh the Abomination of the Moabites, 
and Milcom the Abomination of the Chil- 
dren of Ammon, (2 Kings xxiii. 13. 1 Kings 
xi. 7.) Now all theſe are plain Facts related 
in the Hiſtory of the Maccabees, and ſuch 
as never happened at any other Time. Nay 
in the Hiſtory they happen to be expreſt 
almoſt in the ſame Words that are uſed in 
the Prophecy. Thus in x Maccab. i. 54. 
we-are told, Now the fifteenth Day of the 
Month Caſleu, in the hundred and forty 
Hifth Tear, they ſet up the Abomination | 
of Deſolation upon the Altar, and build- 
ed Idol altars throughout the Cities of 
Judah on every Side. T 
But the Intention of this Prophecy is not 
only to forctel future Events, but to deter- 
mine their Chronology and Dates : and this 
requires next to be examined. The Prince 
then, it is ſaid, ſhould confirm a Covenant 
with many for one Week, and in the Mid{/t 
(or Half-part) of the Week he ſhould cauſe 
the Sacrifice and Oblation to ceaſe. Now 
this muſt be interpreted of ſuch a Covenant 
as 
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as had ſome Connection and Influence upon 
the Events foretold, and the Actions the 
Prince was to do; the Deſtruction of the 
City and Sanctuary, and cauſing the Sacri- 
fice and Oblation to ceaſe. And ſuch a Co- 
venant it was which Antiochus Epiphanes 
made with Menelaus and the Fews of his 
Party. For after Menelaus had bought the 
High-prieſthood, and returned to Feru/alem 
ro enter upon his Office, 7aſon, who was 
ſtill in Poſſeſſion of it, and the greateſt Part 


of the Fews made ſuch ſtrong Oppoſition . 


to him, that, after contending with them 
ſome time, he and all his Adherents were at 
laſt obliged to fly from Judea to Antioch. 
There, to engage the King more heartily to 
eſpouſe their Quarrel, they promiſed to bring 
over the Nation of the Fews from their own 
Religion and Laws, and eſtabliſh among them 
thoſe of the Greets. Upon theſe Terms they 
agreed, Antiochus to reſtore them to their 
Country, and ſupport Menelaus's Title; and 
Menelaus with his Adherents to make rhe 
Zews follow the Greek Cuſtoms. In con- 
ſequence of which Treaty, Menelaus was 
ſent back to Feru/alem with ſuch a Force as 
Jaſon could make no Head againſt ; who 
therefore fled to.the Ammonites and Mene- 
laus, to execute his Promiie, made uſe of 
all the Arts of Promiſes and Threatnings, to 
| I 2 induce 
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induce as many of the Jews as he could to 
apoſtatize. And it was chiefly to put the 
Things ſtipulated by this Coyenant in Exc- 
cution that Antiochys began his Perſecution 
of the Jews. 

This then was the Beginning of the Co- 
venant, to cauſe the Sacrifice and Oblation 
to ceaſe; and it had as clear a Termination, 
when Judas Maccabeus recovering the 
Temple, and deſtroying the Idols that were 
placed in it, purified and reſtored it to its 
former Sanctity and Uſe. To which we 
may add the N of Autiochus * 

the Approac of Death, the Order 
65 to put an End to the Perſecution of the 

Jews, and the Puniſhment of his Crimes 
by his violent Death, all which happened 
very ſoon aſter. .(See 2 Maccab. Chap. ix.) 
And this was juſt ſeven Years after _ Co- 

nant was made betwixt Antiochus and 
Meere. | 

For this Agreement was made in the 14ſt 
Year of the Syro-Macedonian Era, or the 
1724 before Chriſt; and the City was reta- 
Ken, and the Temple purified in the ninth 
Month of the 148 ch, and the 165th Years 
of the fame Aras. And though we are not 
expreſly told at what Time of the Year Me- 
2elaus. firſt made rhat Promiſe; yet there 
2. Lire mſtances that may. with * 
ry 
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lity at leaſt, determine it to the ſame Time, 


For Menelaus was ſent in the {ame Year by. 
4%. to tranſact ſome Affairs with the 

ing, and ſtaid fo long at Autioch till, by 
his Intrigues, he obtained that the Grant of 
the High Prieſthood, given but three Years 
before, and by the fame King to Jaſon, 
ſhould be recalled, and that Office beſtow- 
ed upon himſelf. After this, as he expected 
Oppoſition from Jaſon and the People of 
the Zews, ſome Time was requiſite to form 
his Party, and prepare them for ſupporting 
him, before he could attempt to enter upon 
his Office, or even return to Feruſalem. 
And when he did come to Feru/alem, there 
was a Contention maintained betwixt his Par- 
ty and Jaſon for ſome time; till he being 
worſted, was obliged to fly to Autioch: 


And at that time it was he made the Covenant 


with that King. Now making proper Al- 
lowances for * Courle of thele Tranſacti- 
ons, this could not . well happen before the 
ninth Month. Nor could it happen any 
conſiderable Time after it; For 57 winged 
End of that Year, he adi procured a ſuf- 
ficient Force from Antzochus, returned to 
Feruſalem, chaſed away Jaſou, and entred 
upon the Office of High Prieſt: So that 
this evidently falling ſo near the ſame Time 
of Vear with the Purification, we need not 
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{cruple to affirm there was an exact Week or 
ſeyen Years betwixt them; that is, betwixt the 
Prince's confirming the Covenant with many 
for the Deſtruction of the City and Sanctua- 
ry, and cauſing the daily Sacrifice and Ob- 
lation to ceaſe, and their Reſtoration by 
Judas. 

The other Period of Time mentioned in 
this Part of the Prophecy will require much 
leſs Computation, as we have the expreſs 
Teſtimony of Hiſtory to aſcertain it. For 
Joſephus, in three ſeveral Places, informs us, 
that the daily Sacrifice was interrupted for 
three Vears and a half; which is preciſely 
the half Part of a Week, as it is called in 
the Text: And that the three Years and a 
half muſt have begun in the midſt of the 
Week, appears from this, that they end at 
the fame Time with the Week, when Judas 
purified the Temple; for from that Time 
the daily Sacrifice was reſtored. 

We ſee then how far the Juſtneſs of our 
Interpretation may be made evident from the 
Agreement of the Prophecy with the Hiſto- 
ry in its Completion. There ſtill remains a- 
nother Way to examine the Truth of it ; by 
comparing this with other Prophecies that 
are allowed by all to be aodempliſhed in this 
Perſecution of the 7euiſh Church. Theſe 
Prophecies are, the Viſion of the Ram _ 
. 6 
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the He-goat, which we have related in the 
8th Chapter, where the Part belonging to 
Antiochus Epiphanes is from the gth to 
the 15th Verle, and from the 23d to the 
26th; the Viſion contained in the roth, 1xth 
and 12th Chapters, of which that Part which 
relates to this Event, is from the 21ſt Verſe 
of the 11th Chapter to the End of the Book. 
And, in my Opinion, the 24th, 25th, Sc. 
Verſes of the 7th Chapter, ſhould: be refer- 
red to the fame Times. Now in all theſe 
Predictions there is ſucli an exact Agreement 
with the laſt Part of this Prophecy, not on- 
ly in the Events foretold, and their Chrono- 
logy, but even in the Expreſſion and Lan- 
guage, that I can ſee no Foundation for 
doubting that they all belong to the ſame 
Period of Time. | 

In this laſt Part of our Prophecy there are 
three things foretold: That the People of the 
Prince that ſhould come ſhould deſtroy the 
City and the Sanctuary, or State and Church 
of the Fews 5 That he ſhould confirm a Co- 
venant with many ; and that he ſhould cauſe 
the daily Sacrifice and Oblation to ceaſe. 
Now all the ſame things are foretold in the 
other Prophecies. That a Prince ſhould a- 
riſe, who thould wear out the Saints of the 
Moſt High, and think to change Times 
(or religious Rites and Feſtivals) and Laws i 

an 
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and that hey ſhould be given into bis 
Hands ;— That the Place of his (the Prince 
of the Hoſts) Saninuary ſhould be caſt 
down';— T hat the Santuary ſhould be tro- 
den under Foot; — That the King ſhould de- 
firoy wonderfully,and proſper,and prattiſe; 
and 22555 the mighty, and the holy Peo- 
ple; — That with the Arms of a Flood (the 
ſame Metaphor uſed in this Prophecy) they 
Jhould be overfiown from before him, and 
be broken-— That Arms ſhould ſtand on 
bis Part, and they ſhould pollute the San- 
dtuany of Strength; That the People of 
God ſhould fall by the Sword and by 
Flame, by Captivity and by Spoil many 
Days,— even to the Time of the End, &c. 
And the Covenant he confirmed with many, 
is expreſly mentioned, Chap. xi. xxiii. And 
after the League made with him he ſhall 
work deceitfully. And in Verſe 30. He 
Jhall have Indignation againſt the holy, 
Covenant; /0 Tall he do, he ſhall even 
return and have Intelligence with them 
that for ſake the holy Covenant. And the 
Deſign and Conſequence ofthis Covenant is 
expreſt in the next Verſe; And Arms ſhall 
ſtand on his Part, and they fhall pollute 
the Santtuary of Strength, and ſhall take 
away the daily Saeriffee, and they fhall 
Place the Abomination that maketh . 

ale. 
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late. And the Time during which the dai- 
ly Sacrifice ſhould be made to ceaſe, is par- 
ticularly ſpecified. In Chap. xii. 11. the 
Angel tells Daniel; From the Time that 
the daily Sacrifice ſhall be taken away, and 
the Abomination that maketh deſolate ſet 
up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred 
and ninety Days, which is only twelve 
Days more than three Years and a half; and 
what follows, Bleſſed is he that waiteth, 
and cometh to the one thouſand three hun- 
dred and thirty fue Days, muſt be ſtretcht 
till the Time that Antiochus, by his Death, 
and the Order he left behind him, aboliſhed 
the Perſecution, and put an End to the immi- 
nent Danger of the 2 Religion. Which 
Numbers being given Daniel as an Interpre- 
tation of what he had heard in the 6th and 
7th Verſes, is a clear Proof that the Phraſe 
of a Time, Times, and an half there 
mentioned, is to be underſtood of rhe fame 
Period, three Years and an half: A Time 
ſignifying a Year; Times, two Years; and 
an half of a Time, half a Year. And as 
we find the fame Phraſe uſed in the Viſion 
of the four Beaſts, Chap. vii. 25. where it 
is ſaid, That the Times and Laws ſhould 
be given into the Hands of the King, un- 
* till a Time and Times, and the dividing 
«« of Time;” it plainly thews that this Pro- 
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phecy too relates to the ſame Event. For in 
theſe three different manners is this one Period 
meaſured ; by half a Week, by the Number of 

Days, and the prophetick Expreſſion of a 
Time, Times and a half; IT all amount 
to three Years and a half, and agree exactly 
with Hiſtory. _ 

There is another Period mentioned in Chap. 
viii. 13. and 14. of two thouſand three hun- 
dred Days, during which the Sanctuary and 
the Hoſt ſhould be troden under Foot. Thele 
Days amount to ſome more than ſix Years, 
and muſt correſpond to the Week for which 
the Prince was to conlirm the Covenant with 
many; only with this Difference, that, as 
the Week is reckoned from the Time the 
Covenant was firſt made, this Period mult 
be computed from the Time it began to be ex- 
ecuted, by the Violence and Robberies of 
Menelaus : for till then they could not be 
ſaid to be troden under Foot. I ſhall ſay 
nothing further of the Reſemblance betwixt 
all theſe Prophecies in the Expreſſions, as 
I am ſatisfied what is already ſuggeſted is 
ſufficient to ſhew they predict the ſame E- 
vent. And indeed it has always been a con- 
vincing Argument to me, that this Prophe- 
cy ſhould be underſtood of that Perſecution 
in the Times of Autiochus; that all the o- 
ther Prophecics of Danze! ſo plainly termi- 
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nate, and by their particular Deſcription of 
this Perſecution, ſeem chiefly deſigned to 
foretell it. 

Thus haye I finiſhed the Interpretation of 
this Prophecy; in which the Reader may 
obſerve, I have carefully avoided entang- 
ling him in critical Obſervations upon the 
original Text, of which few are quali- 
fied to judge. I have ſometimes indeed 
made uſe of the various Readings and Inter- 
1 acknowledged by the beſt Tran- 

ators; but never built any thing upon them 
that might not be deduced from the Tran- 
ſlation that is generally received. 

I have always explained the Text accor- 
ding to its moſt natural and ſimple Significa- 
tion. For where Recourle is had to figura- 
tive, myſtick or allegorical Senſes ; we find 
by Experience ſuch ingenious Men, as have 
employed their Pens upon this Subject, are 
able out of any thing to deduce any Scheme 
they pleaſe. | 

I flatter myſelf likewiſe this Interpretati- 
on is more agreeable to the Context, the Oc- 


caſion of the Viſion, and the Prophet's Con- 


ceptions ; which have been things little re- 

garded by others. | 

I have built nothing upon Conjectures, 

excepting perhaps in fixing the preciſe 9 
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of the Year, but all upon ſome kind of Te- 


ſtimony or Argument. he 0 add 
And upon the whole, I cannot help think- 


ing, the Coincidence of ſo many different 


Calculations mult be a convincing Proof of 
their Juſtneſs; as it cannot be imagined they 
ſhould agree ſo exactly by Chance: And this 
is an Evidence other Schemes in a great 
meaſure want. In the Scheme we have given, 
the Time the Jeu were under kingly Go- 
vernment, the Time they ſerved foreign Na- 
tions, and the ſeventy Weeks agree; the 
ſeven Weeks and the ſixty two Wecks are 


computed from the ſame Ara, and coincide ; 


and the one Week and half Week are like- 


wiſe connected together. So that all theſe 


difterent Numbers are mutual Checks upon 
one another ; in ſo much, that if any one Cal- 


culation ſhould fail, all the reſt would fall to 
the Ground. 


er.. 


1 Reader may now recollect, That 


there is one thing ſtill which we took 


for granted, and requires now to be proved; 


as indeed all our Calculations are founded 


upon it. It is the Beginning of the ſeventy 


Years Captivity ; which we have placed, 
contrary to the Opinion of moſt Commen- 
| tators, 
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tators, at the entire Dclolation of the Land 
in the 23d of Nebuchadnezzar. This Que- 
ſtion then we ſhall juſt now: examine; by fol- 
lowing the ſame Method we have hitherto 
done, that is, by deducing all the Arguments 
neceſſary to determine it from Scripture and 
the Jewiſh Hiſtorians. n \ 
To underſtand this, the Reader muſt re- 
member there were four different Invaſions 
of Zudea by the Babylonians ; the firſt in 
the third and fourth of Zehozakim:; the ſe- 
cond, ſeven or eight Years aſter, when Je- 
coniah was carried away Captive; the third 
happened in the 18thor 19th of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, when Zedekiah was taken, and 


the City and Temple deſtroyed; the laſt 


was in the 2.3d of the fame Reign, when all 
the Inhabitants were carried Captive to Ba- 
bylon, and the whole Land left entirely de- 
folate. Now at ſome one of thoſe Periods 
mult the Commencement of the 70 Years 
Captivity be placed. But though every one 
of the three firſt of theſe Periods has been 
choſen by ſeveral Men of Learning and Cha- 
racter, I ſhall take little Notice of any but 
the fourth of Zehozakim : becauſe that Opi- 
nion, {ceming to agrec with the Reigns of the 
Babylonian Kings, has been ſupported by 
the Authority of that Chronology ; and is 
therefore adopted by all thole who are beſt 
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acquainted with the eaſtern Antiquities. But 
the 70 Years, even though we reckon them 
from that Period, do not entirely agree with 
that Chronology. For betwixt the firſt of 
Nebuchadnezzar, which coincides with 
the fourth of Fehozakim, and the firſt of 
Cyrus, where the Captivity ends, is only 
66 Years, according to the Catalogue of 
Babylonian Kings, called Ptolemy's Canon. 
The remaining four Years they ſupply in 
different Ways: ſome fay the gelt Year of 
Nebuchadue g gar, mentioned in Scripture, 
1s the firſt he reigned in Partnerſhip witk his 
Father, which they ſuppoſe was four Years 
before he reigned alone. Others ſuppoſe it 
was only two Years, for there is no Autho- 
rity for one of theſe Opinions more than the 
other; and, to make out the reſt, aſcribe a 
Reign of two Years, after the taking of Ba- 
byton, to Cyrus's {ſuppoſed Uncle Cyaxares, 
whom they make the ſame with Damnzer's 
Darius the Mede. But it is not my Buſt- 
neſs juſt now to enter into an Examination 
of theſe chronological Points, that I may 
perhaps do afterwards. At preſent I pro- 

ole to confine our Enquiry to the Teſtimo- 
ny of the Few: Writings, as the only 
proper and ſufficient Evidence to determine 
this Queſtion: and I wiſh the Gentlemen, 
who differ from us, had not reſted entirely 
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on the Authority of this Chronology, but 
ſupported their Opinion by ſome Arguments 
drawn from Scripture : as it, is I know of no 
Proofs adduced by them that require a par- 
ticular Anſwer. All we can do is only to 
ſhew, That it is not agreeable to the Scri- 
pture-hiſtory, or the Characters given of the 
Captivity to begin it at that Period, and that 
we have ſeveral Reaſons to begin it where 
we do. This Opinion however is the ſtrong- 
eſt we have to encounter. That which fixes 
it at the Time 7econiah was taken, as it 
agrees with no eſtabliſhed Chronology, has 
leſs to ſupport it. Beſides, it is ſo oſten men- 
tioned in Scripture under the Title of the 
Captivity of Fehoiachin, as diſtinct from 
the Captivity of the Land, that I thinł it 
may be conſidered as out of the Queſtion. 
And all the Arguments brought for placing it 
at the burning of the Temple and City, con- 
clude much ſtronger when applied to our 

Scheme. | 
The original Prophecy of the 70 Years 
Captivity we have in the twenty fifth of Je- 
remiah ; Behold, I will ſend and take all 
the Families of the North, ſaith the Lord, 
and Nebuchadnezzar the King of Baby- 
lon my Servant, and will bring them a- 
gainſt this Land, and againſt the Inhabi- 
tante thereof, and againſt all theſe Nati- 
on 
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ons round about, and will utterly deſiroy 
them, and make them an Aſtoniſhment, and 
an Hiſſing and perpetual Deſolation. — 
And this whole Land ſhall be a Deſola- 
tion and an Aſtoniſhment, aud theſe Na- 
trons ſhall ſerve the King of Babylon ſe- 
venty Tears. £7 OY 109 

This Prophecy muſt have been delivered 
after Nebuchadnezzar had taken Jeruſa- 
lem, and FJehoiabim become his Vaſlal. 
For Nebuchadnezzar beſieged Jeruſalem 
in the third Year of Zehozakim, (Dan. i. 1.) 
and probably rook it in the Beginning of the 
fourth. Now it evidently was not deliyer- 
ed in the Time of the Siege, for it is ſaid, J 
will ſend and take ; but after Nebuchad- 
ac gar, hearing of his Father's Death, had 
returned to Babylon to enter upon the King- 
dom: when the Jews probably flattered 
themſelves with the Hopes he would never 
return; as they afterwards did in Zedekzah's 
Time. Beſides, it muſt have been near the 
End of the Year, to make it the three and 
twentieth Year, as it is called V. 3. from 
the 13th of Zo/rab. 
But not to inſiſt upon this; what happen- 
ed then does not in the leaſt agree with the 
Deſcription of this Captivity, either in this 
original Prophecy of it, or in other Places 
where it is mentioned, as in the Beginning 
"_ of 
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of this Chapter of Daniel. Daniel un- 
derſtood by Books the Number of the Tears, 
whereof the Word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah the Prophet, that he would ac- 
compliſh ſeventy Tears in the Deſdlations 
of Feruſalem: And at the End of the ſe- 
cond Book of Chronicles; To fulfil the 
Word of the Lord by the Mouth of Fe- 
remiah, until the Land had enjoyed her 
Sabbaths, for as long as jhe lay deſolate, 
ſhe kept Sabbath, to fulfil three ſcore and 
ten Tears. | kg 
Now I dare venture to afhrm, that we 
have not the leaſt Reaſon to believe there 
was any Captivity at all, or Deſolation of 
the Land that Year: all that we are told of 
it in the Hiſtory of Kings is, That in the 
Days of Fehotakim Nebuchaduezzar King 
of Babylon came up, and fehoiakim became 
his Servant three Tears; and in Chroni- 
cles, Againſt him came up Nebuchadnez- 
gar King of Babylon, and bound him iu 
Fetters to carry him to Babylon. Nebn- 
chadnezzar alſo carried of the Veſſels of 
the Houſe of the Lord to Babylon, and 
put them in his Temple at Babylon. Tho 
this moſt probably happened after his Re- 
bellion, and at the End of his Reign: for 
he never went to Babylon ; but ſeems to 
haye died while in Chains, and to have _ 
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caſt out without Burial, at the Gates of the 


City, by Nebuchadunezzar. (Sce Jer. xxi. 
18; 19. and Ezek. xix. 8, 9.) But what 


| ſeems moſt fayourable to their Opinion is, 


what we find in the Beginning of Daniel; In 
the third Tear of the Reign of fehoiakim 


King of fudah, came Nebuchadnezzar 
King of Babylon unto feruſalem, and be- 


ſieged it. And the Lord gave Fehoiabim 


Ring of Fudah into his Hands, with Part 
of ” Veſſels of the Houſe of God, which 
he carried into the Land of Shinar, to 
the Houſe of his God, and he brought the 
Veſfels into the Tre«ſure-houſe of his God; 
and the King ſpoke unto Aſhpenaz the 
Maſter of his Ennuchs, that he ſhould 
bring certain of the Children of Iſrael, 


aud of the Kings Seed, and of the Prin- 


ces. Children in whom was no Blemiſh, 
&c. 


In this Paſſage there are only two Things 


mentioned; neither of which could affect 
the Nation or State of the 7eus, ſo as in 


the leaſt Degree to anſwer the Deſcription of 
the Captivity. The firſt was making ſome 
of the Children of higheſt Rank Eunuchs : 


Of thele there could be but a very few qua- 


lified by their Age and Form; and they ſeem 
to have been taken only to gratify the Ba- 
byloniſh King's Pride, who conſidered it as 
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a Piece of Equipage to have Servants of Roy- 
al Blood, or perhaps to ſerve as Hoſtages of 
the Fidelity of the Jew? Nobles. The o- 
ther is, taking away Part of the Veſſels of 
the Lord's Houle : And of thele the Num- 
ber and Value could not be conſiderable ; as 
the greateſt Part were afterwards carried a- 
way with 7eho:akim, and when the Temple 
was burnt by Nebuzaradan, It mult be a 
ſtrong Argument too; that in all the ſubſe- 
quent Hiſtory and Prophecies, there never 
is the leaſt Mention of any Caprivity in Fe- 
hotakim's Time. The Captivity of Feco- 
nah, and the Veſſels — — with him 
to Babylon are often ſpoken of; this Capti- 
vity is made an Ara, the Captives compa- 
red as a diſtinct Body with thoſe left at Je- 
ruſalem, and Letters and Prophecies ſent to 
them by Jeremiah but never the leaſt No- 
tice taken of any Captivity or Captives be- 
fore. Nor can it be ſuppoſed that ZE zekze/ 
would date his Revelations from the 18th of 
Joſiah, and from the Captivity of Zehoza- 
chin, one of which happened before, and the 
other after this Time, if the 70 Years Ca- 
ptivity had begun then : Eſpecially as, after 
the Deſtruction of the City, he chuſes that 
for his Era. Beſides, the moſt Part of Je- 
remiah's, and all EzekzePs Prophecics, fore- 
telling the Calamities of the Jeu, and their 
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Captivity, were delivered after this Time. 
And in the 27th of Jeremiah, the fame Pro- 
phecy that had been delivered in the Begin- 
ning of 7ehozakim's Reign, is repeated in 
ZLedekiah's, as not yet fulfilled. Add to this, 
that in the laſt Chapter of the ſame Book, 
where the Number of People made Captives 
at different Times is given, there is no Men- 
tion of any this Vear. 

In ſhort, whoever will compare the ſlight 
Account given in the Sacred Hiſtory of the 
Tranſactions in Fehozakim's Time, with the 
. 1g Deſcription of what paſt when Je- 
Hoiachiu was made Priſoner, or Jeruſalem 
was ſack d, will ſee it repreſented as of no 
great Moment to the Nation of the Zews, and 
far from being conſidered as the Execution 
of that terrible Judgment ſo often threatned 
againſt them by the Prophets. All that we 
can gather from it is, That Feruſalem was 
beſieged, and, after a ſhort Reſiſtance, ta- 
ken; and that Zehozakim ſware Fealty to 
the King of Babylon, and became his Vaſ- 
{al for three Years, after which he rebclled. 
But it was not till after this Rebellion, that 
the neighbouring Nations made Inroads into 
Judea, and haraſſed it in that miſerable Man- 
ner deſcribed 2 Kings xxiv. 2. till they had 
leized the King, and delivered him in Chains 
to Nebuc badue gar. Theſe Nations 2 

al 
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faid to be ſent againſt Judah, to execute 
God's threatned Judgments upon it. Surely 
at the Commandment of the Lord came 
this upon fudah, to remove them out of 
his Sight. (See likewiſe 2 Kings xxiv. _ 
So that this was only the Beginning of thoſe 
Judgments, and that War which at laſt ended 
in removing the People out of the Land which 
God had given: And this did not happen 
till the 7th or 8th Year of Fehoiakim. 

But even after all this, if we lay aſide the 
Conſideration of their being more expoſed to 
the Miſeries of War from their Neighbours, 
there ſeems to have been extremely little 
Change made upon the State of the Zews, 
excepting that they became ſubject to the 
Babylonians inſtead of the Eg yptians ; for 
as their whole Confidence was in the King 
of Egypt, if they had repelled the Babylo- 
nian by his Aſſiſtance. they muſt have been 
ſubject to him. We hear of no Babyloniſh 
Governor let over them; no Forts built, nor 
Soldiers ſent to keep them in Awe; they 
ſtill retained their own Kings, Prieſts, and 
Officers of State; their Religion, Govern- 
ment and Laws were left entire; none of 
their Cities were burnt, .nor their Fortifica- 
tions razed; nor do we fo much as hear of 
any Tax impoſed upon them. Infomuch that 
they were left in a Capacity to take up =_ 
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and maintain long Wars with the Babyloni- 
ans themſelves. In ſhort, they ſtill conti- 
nued a Nation, a Body politick and Church, 
in Poſſeſſion of their own Cities, Country 
and Laws; and while they were fo, their 
State does not agree with the Repreſentati- 
ons of the Captivity. 

Nor is it at all conſiſtent with the Circum- 
ſtances of the. Times and Hiſtory, to ima- 
gine that Nebuchadnezzar would then be- 
have with ſo great Severity towards that 
People. The Kings of Judah, we muſt re- 
member, had been in a ſtrict Alliance with the 
Aſyrians and Babylonians ever ſince the 
Time Manaſſeh returned from his Captivi- 
ty: And the A Hrian Kings had annexed 
all the Land poſſeſt by the 1/rae/:tes to the 
Dominions of Judah. What Engagements 
the Jewiſh Kings brought themſelves under 
in Return for this Gift is no where told : Bur 
it was in conſequence of this Alliance, thar 
Foſtah thought himſelf obliged to oppoſe the 
King of Egyyt in his Expedition againſt the 
Babyloniſh Dominions, tho' his own Ter- 
ritories were not attack'd, by which he loſt 
his Life. And if Conjectures may be allow- 
ed, the People of the Fews ſeem to have 
teſtified their Affection to their old Allies, in 
paſſing over the next Heir, becauſe he incli- 


ned to fayour the Egyptians, as afterwards 
ap- 
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appeared in his Reign; and making his youn- 
ger Brother King, becauſe more a Friend to 
the Babylonians, Thus much is certain ar 
, leaſt, that the one was ſuſpected. and there- 
fore dethroned and carried Captive by the 
Ag yptians; while the other was favoured 
and placed on the Throne. 

For at that Time, the Eg yptians and Ba- 
bylonians, contending for the Empire of the 
— Nations, had given Riſe to two 
different Factions among the Fews. The 
King, and moſt Part of thoſe who were the 
Politicians and concerned in the Government, 
ſeem to have inclined to ſubmit to the King 
of Egypt; whether becauſe his Grandeur 
and Power, being a nearer Object, ſtruck 
them more; or becauſe they thought him 
more in a Capacity, as being nearer, to de- 
fend them from the Aſſaults of the neigh- 
bouring Nations. But all thoſe who had en- 
tered into the Meaſures and Views of Jo- 
ſlah's Court, were for continuing faithful to 
the Aſſyrians, as Foſiah had done: And 
that perhaps, from a Regard to the Obligati- 
ons of the former Alliance; from a Confi- 
dence in what the Prophets ſaid, who were 
in the ſame Intereſt ;' from a Belief it was the 
Will of God they ſhould ſerve the King of 
Babylon, which is fo often and warmly re- 


| commended by Jeremiah. with all W 
| 8 
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ſes of Happineſs if they obeyed, and Miſety 


if they did not; and from a Concern too for 
their Religion, which they imagined would 
ſuffer leſs among the Eaſtern Nations, who 
were for the moſt Part of the Magian Sect, 
than among the idolatrous and ſuperſtitious 
Ez yptians. In which they judged very 
right, as appears by the Event: For after 
the Captivity, when they had got more in- 
to the Taſte and Views of the Magian Phi- 
loſophy, they never once made a national De- 
fection to idolatrous Worſhip. That this 
was the State of Affairs at that Time, ap- 
pears from the frequent Leagues the Kings 
entred into with Eg t; and the Exclama- 
mations of the Prophets, particularly 7ere- 
miah, againſt them: And that though Je- 
remiah was often accuſed, thrown into Pri- 
ſon, and in Danger of being put to Death, 
for being in the Intereſt of the Chaldzans, 
diſheartning the Soldiers and People, and en- 
deayouring to fall oft to the Enemy; yet he 
was always reſcued by the Intereſt of Ahi- 
kam the Son of that Shaphan the Scribe, who 
had been chief Miniſter of State in the 
Reign of 7h. (See Ferem. xxvi. 24.) 
And this Ahibam himſelf too had been a 
conſiderable Man in the fame Reign, (2 
Kings xxii. 12, 14.) and was now Head of 
the Faction that favoured the Babyloniaus, 

| and 
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and of great Power, by his Connections with 
Elaſah, Gemaria, and fFaazaniah Preſi- 
dent of the Sanhedrim his Brothers, and 
Micaiah his Nephew, who were all in the 
higheſt Poſts of the Government; and by 
his Influence over the People, who ſeem to 
have been generally in the fame Intereſt. 
For when the Prieſts and Court-Prophets 
would have killed Jeremiah, he was, in di- 
rect Oppoſition to the Court, ſaved by this 
Ahikam; and the Princes and Elders of the 
People, and all the People declared for him. 
(See Jer. xxvi.) And that this Party was 
in ſome Correſpondence with the Aſſyrians, 
is probable from the ſtrict Commands We— 
buchadnezzar gave to ſave Jeremiah, to- 
gether with the high Offers he made him ; and 
from his making Gedaliah, the Son of that 
Ahikam, Governor of the Country aſſoon as 
it was conquered. 

Let us then with Impartiality lay all theſe 
Circumſtances together ; the ancient Al- 
liance of the Fews with the MHriaus; the 
Services they had done them, by oppoſing 
the Egyptians; the Lois they ſuſtained in 
their Behalf, by the Death of their King 
and Defeat of their Army; what they 
ſuffered when their City was taken, their 
King dethroned, and a Tax impoſed upon 


them by Pharao Necho; that their Sub- 


2 miſſion 
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miſſion to the Ag yptians was at firſt the 
Efte& only of Force; that moſt Part of the 
People continued in the Aſſyrian Intereſt ; 
that what Reſiſtance they made to Nebu- 
chadneg gar was not great, and, moſt pro- 
bably, not ſo much from Inclination, as O- 
bedience to their King; that rheir Country 
was his Frontier againſt his moſt potent E- 
nemy and Rival; and that the Reaſon of his 
carrying ſo great Numbers Captive, which 


 Prideaux ſuppoſes, with great Probability, 


to be the Peopling of Babylon, did not then 
ſubſiſt. And what probable Reaſon can be 
aſſigned for Nebuchadnezzar's dealing with 
lo great Severity towards the Fews in Je- 
hotakim's Reign; nay provoking them 
by ill Uſage, and at the fame Time leay- 
ing them in a Capacity, by not dilmant- 
ling their Fortifications, nor bridling them 
with Garriſons, to revenge themſelves and 
aſſiſt his Enemy. It is far more probable he 
would ſhew the greateſt Lenity to ſecure 
them in his Intereſt: And this ſeems the 
true Reaſon we hear of no Taxes, or any 
other Hardſhips impoſed upon them. 

Bur if it is faid, That by the Captivity 
and Deſolation of the Land, we are to un- 
derſtand their Subjection to Foreigners: 
That continued a long Time, and more ſe- 
vere after the ſeventy Vears were expired; 

and 
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and in ſome Meaſure took Place before Je- 
botakim's Reign, that is, from Mauaſſeh's 
Captivity, though we know not on what 
Terms. Nor were they always in a State 
of Servitude from the fourth of Fehozakimm : 


For Jehozakim after that withdrew his Al- 


legiance for four Years, and Zedehiah for a 
great Part of his Reign. Nor does this No- 
tion at all agree with the Deſcription of the 
ſeventy Years Captivity. 

Bur the Truth of Fact, as appears from 
innumerable Circumſtances, is, that the King 
of Babylon never thought of depopulating 
the Country, and thereby depriving himſelf 
of the Revenues ariſing from it, beſides 
bringing the Burden of an uſeleſs Multitude 
upon his other Dominions, till he was pro- 
voked by their repeated Rebellions, and 
found there was no other Way of keeping 
them in Subjection. At firſt he was con- 
tented with their Submiſſion, and endeavour- 
ed to attach them to his Intereſt by Mild- 
neſs. At the End of the ſecond War, when 
Jehoiachim ſurrendred himſelf, his Mother, 
Servants, Princes and Officers, theſe he 
carried away Captive; in which it is moſt 
reaſonable to think he had the ſame politi- 
cal Deſign that the Romans had, when up- 
on ſubduing the Achæan League, they ob- 
liged a thouſand of their principal Citizens 
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to live in Italy; Both that they might be as 
Hoſtages, and that the People, being depri- 
ved of their Leaders, might be leis able to 
unite themſelves into a Body capable of ma- 


king Head againſt their Conquerors. Be- 


ſides theſe. he carried away the principal 
Men of War, and all the Craftſmen and 
Smiths; and that for the ſame Reaſon that 
the Phili/tines would allow no Smiths to 
live among the 1/raelites when they had 
conquered them in the Beginning of Saus 
Government ; that they might have no Arms 
or Inſtruments of War made among them. 
That this was Nebuchadnezzar's Intention, 
to diſable the Jets from rebelling, and not to 
deſtroy the Nation, or depopulate the Coun- 
try, is plain from the particular Account we 
haye of this Captivity, 2 Kings xxiv. 12.— 
16. Jer. xxiv. I, 2. and xxix. 2. From all 
theſe Paſſages it appears the King and Roy- 
al Family only, the Officers of State, the 
Princes and Heads of Families and Tribes, 
the Soldiers, Smiths and Carpenters or En- 
gineers, were carried into Captivity: All the 
reſt of the People, the Husbandmen, and o- 


ther Artizans, that were not employed in 


making the Inſtruments of War, were left. The 
whole Number of the Captives was only 
19,000 or at moſt 18,000, which bore no 
Proportion to the People of Zudea, or even 


10 
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to the Inhabitants of Feruſalem alone. Ma- 
ny of their Nobility, thoſe 3 who fa- 
voured the Babylonans, were left; their 
City was not deſtroyed ; their Government 
remained in every Reſpect the fame; only 
a new King was appointed, and an Oath of 
Allegiance exacted from him; and the whole 
Nation continued ſo powerful, that they 
were able to maintain a long War againſt the 
whole Force of Nebuchadneszzar : in ſhort, 
their being able ro man the Walls of Zeru- 
ſalem, which ſtill remained the fame in Ex. 
tent, as when in its molt flourithing State; 
is a ſufficient Proof that it was far from be- 
ing unpeopled; for the City was at laſt ta- 
ken not ſo much by Force of Arms as the 
Famine. : | 
In this Manner the 7ews might have li- 
ved in a pretty tolerable State, enjoying their 
own Country, publick Magiſtrates and Laws ; 
as appears from the Repreſentation of Zede- 
Liah's Reign in Jeremiah, and the Promi- 
ſes the Prophet makes them of living happy. 
if they would continue faithful Subjects to 
the Babylonian King. But Zedekiah, con- 
trary to his Oath, making a League with the 
King of Egypt, and rebelling againſt the 
Babylonians, involved his Country in anew 
War: in which Nebuchadue g zar having for 
the third Time taken 7eru/alem, after a 
Siege 
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Siege of two Years, gratified his Reyenge 
by killing the King's Sons before his Face, 
then putting out his Eyes, and leading him 
in Chains to Babylon. At the ſame time, 
to prevent the like Rebellions for the future, 
he Ge the City and Temple, and razed 
their Walls to the Ground; killed the chief 
Prieſt and ſecond Prieſt, the General of the 
Army, the five principal Officers of State, 
with the Secretary, and 60 Leaders of the 
People, and carried many away Captive. But 
in all this he ſhewed no Intention of making 


the Land deſolate: for he left the King's 


Daughters, many of the Nobility, all the 
Captains of the Armies, them and their Men, 
for they had only been ſcattered upon the 
taking of Feruſalem, and great Numbers of 
the People who had fled into the neighbour- 
ing Countries, and returned when the CHal- 
deans were gone; beſides the Poor of the 
Land, the Vine-dreſſers and Husbandmen. 
The Cities too were ſtill inhabited, and Ge- 
daliah the Son of Ahikam, who had been 
Head of the Babyloniſh Faction among the 
Jeu, was made their Governor. And e- 
ven after his Death, when thoſe who appre- 
hended the Revenge of the Chaldeans, who 
were principally the military Men, fled in- 
to Egypt, though they made a very great 
Multitude, as Jeremiah tells us; yet the Land 

continued 
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continued ſtill ro be inhabited and cultiva- 
red, till the 23d of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
Beginning of the Siege of Tyre ; for till then 
the Body of the People were never tranſ- 
ported. What has been apt to miſlead Peo- 
ple, and make them think otherwiſe, is the 

eneral Terms all and none, uſed in the De- 
ſcription of Jehoiachiu's Captivity. But it 
is plain theſe Words are not to be taken in 
the full Extent of their Signification in that 
Place; and there is nothing more uſual in 
Scriptare-ſtile than ſuch Expreſſions, when 
deſcribing any Thing that is extraordinary 
or great. 

The Reaſon that induces me to place the 
Beginning of the Captivity at the Deſolation 
of the Land, rather than the Diſſolution of 
the Government, and Deſtruction of the Ci- 
ty and Temple, is, That the Scripture ex- 
preſly tells us, (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21.) the De- 
ſign of the Captivity was, That the Land 
might be deſolate for 70 Years, as a Puniſh- 
ment upon the Zewz/h Nation for neglect- 
ing to obſerve the Sabbatical Years of Reſt; 
an Inſtitution of their Law, which they ought 
to have obſerved, and after the Captivity 
did obſerve as religiouſly as the 7th Day. 
This had been neglected for 70 Sabbaths, 
or 490 Years: Which leads us back as far 
as the Middle of Saul's Reign, or Death of 

Samuel; 
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Samnel ; at which Time they began to be 
more negligent in theſe Obſervances. Nor 
need we be ſurpriſed ſuch religious Princes 
as David, Hezekiah and Joſiah, ſhould 
allow of this Breach of the Law ; for which 
ſeveral Cauſes might be aſſigned. 

Another Reaſon is, That the 40 Years of 
God's Forbearance of the Houſe of Judah, 
end preciſely at this Time. See &zek. iv. 6. 
For theſe Years muſt be computed from the 
18th of Je, which is the Xra Ezekzet 
always uſes ; becauſe it was that Year the 
People made the hypocritical Covenant with 
God, which is always mentioned as a prin- 
cipal and immediate Caule of the Captivity : 
and it was in that Year too the Captivity 
was foretold to the King by Hulda the Pro- 
pheteſs, and this Forbearance, or Delay of 
that Puniſhment, promiſed by God upon his 
Account. All thele Things ſufficiently deter- 
mine us where to place the Beginning ofthe 
forty Years: and it cannot be imagined that 
twenty three Years of the Captivity ſhould be 
reckoned Part of God's Forbearance. Beſides, 
this Computation agrees beſt with the 390 
Years of God's Forbearance of [/+ael, which 
undoubtedly began at Jeroboam's Defecti- 
on; for from that Time till the 23d of Ne- 
buchadnezzar is exactly that Number of 


Y cars. 
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To underſtand this fully, we muſt conſi- 
der, That there was a Covenant betwixt 
God and the Children of 1/rae/: whereby 
he engaged to be their God, and to protect 
and blcls them in the Land he had promiſed 
to their Fathers; and they to be his People, 
and to maintain the true Worſhip, and — 
no other God: In witneſs of this, the Ark 
of” the Covenant and Tables of Teſtimony 
were given; God appeared in a viſible 
Manner in the Temple which he had cho- 
ſen to dwell in; and there received the Pray- 
ers and Sacrifices of his People, and gave 
Directions, when conſulted in their publick 
Affairs. The Penalty annexed to the Breach 
of this Covenant was, That God would 
withdraw his Preſence, and throw the People 
out of the Land he had given them. But 
though the Generality ofthe People had of- 
ten been corrupted, and were accordingly 
puniſhed for their Idolatries: Yet it would 
appear that the Worſhip of God had never, 
in a national Manner, and by publick Au- 
thority, been laid aſide, till Jeroboam ſet 
up a new Worſhip in {/rael, and Manaſſeh 
in Judah. Then the Covenant was broke, 
and the People became liable to the Penalty : 
Which was accordingly denounced againſt 
Iſrael, that very Day the Altar at Bethel 
was dedicated; and againſt Judah in a man- 

ner 
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ner that ſhews it was the Babyloniſh Capti- 
vity that was the Puniſhment threatned; 
for it is there ſaid, God would wipe Feruſa- 
lem as a Man wipeth a Diſh, turning it 
upſide down. This Crime was ſtill further 
aggravated by the Mock-covenant the Peo- 
ple made with God, which provoked him 
do pals that final Sentence upon them in 
2 Kings xxii. 16, Thoughat the ſame Time, 
upon account of the Piety and Repentance 
of 7o/zah, the Execution of it was delayed; 
as God declared to him by Huldah the Pro- 
pheteſs. And from this Declaration are the 
forty Years of Forbearance to be computed, 
for the Reaſons already alledged : And be- 
cauſe this Sentence could not be faid to be 
executed, nor the Penalty annext to the 
Breach of the Covenant inflicted, ſo long as 
God and the Nation ſtood in the Relation 
implied in the Covenant; And this Relati- 
on ſubſiſted as long as the Temple-Service 
remained, or any Society of Fews poſſeſt 
the promiſed Land, and the Place of Worſhip 
2 by God. This is the Reaſon why 
the Years of God's Forbearance of 1/rae! 
are reckoned till the Beginning of the ſeven- 
ty Years; though the Body of the People 
were long before that diſperſt : Becauſe ma- 
ny ſtill remained in the promiſed Land, join- 
ed to the Tribe of Judah; becaule God ſtill 

dwelt 
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dwelt in the Temple at Jern/alem, to which 
thoſe who were diſperſt might direct their 
Prayers; and becauſe this Temple, which 
was the Baſis of their national Religion, to- 
gether with the Socicties of Prieſts, Prophets, 
Levites, the Sanhedrim, publick Aſſemblies, 
and other religious Inſtitutions ſtill ſubſiſting, 
ſerved as general Bonds to connect all the 
Jews as a Church, how much ſoever they 
might in other Reſpects be disjoined. 

The Captivity then being the Penalty an- 
next, at the firſt giving of the Law, to the 
Covenant; and the entire Deſolation of the 
Country, the particular Puniſhment threat- 
ned for a Neglect of the ſabbatical Years at 
their firſt Inffirution ; (See Levit. xxvi. 33, 
34. 35.) The ſeventy Years Diſperſion be- 
ing expreſly called the inflicting of this Pu- 
niſhment, (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21.) and foretold 
by Huldah the Propheteſs as the Execution 
of what is deeds in the Law, (2 Kings 
xxii. 16.) I think it is beyond all queſtion, 
that the ſeventy Years did not begin while 
the Land was inhabited, and the Fews a Bo- 
dy politick. 


I might add, That after the Deſtruction of 


Feruſalem, Ezekiel repeats the Threat- 
nings of God's Wrath as ſtill to come, E- 
Sek. xxxiii. 21. 1 


We may next examine the Juſtneſs of our 
N 2 Opi- 


too The Scripture Account 


Opinion, by comparing it with the Prophe- 
cies relating to other Nations. In the twen- 
ty ſeycnth Year of 7econ:ah's Captivity, 
which coincides with the thirty fifth of the 
ſeventy Years, according to the common 
Computation, ZXzekzet ſays (Ezek. xxix. 
17, Sc.) that God, to reward Nebuchad- 
nezzar for the Toi! he had cndured in the 
Siege of Tyre, gave him Ez yp? as a Prey: 
And before that, in the ſame Chapter, he 
had foretold that Eg ypt ſliould be d-folate 
for forty Years; and that after forty Years, 
their Captivity ſhould be brought again. 
The iorty Years then muſt begin when 
God gave Egyyt as a Prey to the Babylo- 
nian; that is, in the common Chronology, 
the thirty fifth of the Captivity, and mult 
therefore end five Years after the Return of 
the Jews, that is, two Years before Y- 
rus's Death: And it was immediately upon 
Cyrus's Death that his Son Cambyſes pre- 
pared for the Invaſion of Zg ypr, which in 
a few Years he intirely conquered. Now it 
is not probable the Prophet would foretell 
the Return of their Captivity, or that zZhe 
Land ſhauld be inhabited again as in the 
Days fold, as Feremizh expreſſes it, (Fer. 
xlyi. 26.) if that Reſpite was only to laſt 
ſix Years. Nor does it at all agree with 
Hiſtory: For Amaſir, during whoſe Ron 

racle 
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theſe forty Vears are ſuppoſed to have hap- 
pened, though he had little Authority at 
the Beginning of his Government, becauſe 
of his mean Birth; yet in the End of it 
was a powerful and fortunate Prince : And, 
according to Herodotus, Egypr in his 
Time was at its greateſt Height of Gran- 
deur and Wealth. But the Prophecy will a- 
gree much better with Hiſtory, if we ſup- 
poſe the forty Years began the twelfth, and 
ended the fifty ſecond of the Captivity, one 
and thirty Years before the Death of Ama- 


ſis and Conqueſt of Fg ypt by Cambyſes : 


Which Period includes the Ciyil Wars under 
Apries, and Beginning of the Reign of A. 
aua ſis, before he was well eſtabliſhed. 

In 1/a:ah (xxv. 15, 17.) we finda Prophe- 
cy. That Tyre ſhould be forgotten ſeventy 
Tears ; and that after the End of ſeven- 
ty Years, Tyre ſhould ſing as an Harlot. If 
we begin theſe ſeventy Years from the Time 
Nebuchadnezzar firſt inveſted that Town, 
as they moſt probably do, then will they 
coincide with the ſeventy Years of the Few- 
i/þ Captivity, and expire in the Year Cyrus 
took ; "He ad and reſtored Judea and all 
the neighbouring Nations: For there is no 
Reaſon to believe he ſhewed that Fayour to 
the Jeu only; there was the ſame politi- 
cal Reaſon for reſtoring the other f - 
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And we cannot imagine Cyrus would be ſo 
ignorant of the Advantages of Trade and 
Naval Force, eſpecially as he had already 


' conquered Forza and Lydia, as to neglect 


Tyrus, ſo happily ſituated for it. And it is 
abſolutely againſt the Teſtimony of all Hi- 
ſtory to ſuppoſe its Reſtoration was later: 
For whoever is acquainted with what the 
Greek Writers ſay of theſe Times mult know, 
that the Tyrians were in a very flouriſhing 
Condition, and had an extenſive Traffick in 
the Days of Cyrus, Camby/es, and Darius 
Hyſtaſpis; inſomuch that, when Cambyſes 
was making Preparations to invade the Car- 


thaginians, the Tyrians refuſed to give 


their Aſſiſtance againſt their own Colony, 
and diſappointed that Expedition: Which 
they durſt not haye ventured to do, eſpecial- 
ly while the Perſian Army was in that 
Country, if they had not been very power- 
ful. On this Occaſion, I cannot help tak- 
ing Notice how exactly the Chronology of 
the Dyrian Annals, as given by Zo/ephus, 
agrees with our Calculation. From thence 
it appears there was thirty ſix Years be- 
twixt the taking of Tyre, and the firſt of 
Cyrus's Reign over the Per/zans, as it is 
expreſly ſaid; and not over the Babyloni- 
ans, as ſome would have it: To which, if 
we add the twenty one Vears he reigned be- 
| fore 
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fore the taking of Babylon, and the thirteen 
Vears of the Siege, it makes exactly ſeven- 
ty, the Duration of that City's Sufferings. 

It may be remarked too, that the original 
Prophecy of the ſeventy Vears Captivity is 
denounced, not only againſt the 7eus, but 
all the neighbouring Nations, and in particu- 
lar Tyre. It is ſaid, they ſhould ſerve the 
King of Babylon ſeventy Years; which de- 
termines the End of this Term, and Reſto- 
ration of theſe Nations, to the Diſſolution 
of the Babylonian Empire. Of conſequence 
their Sufferings muſt have commenced all at 
the ſame Time. But it is certain the Siege 
of Tyre, and its ſeventy Years Captivity, 
did not begin till after the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. That of the Fews then could 
not begin ſooner than the fame Period. 


SECT. VI. 


EXT to the Teſtimony of Scripture, 

thoſe Zew?ſh Hiſtorians who have com- 
poſed Part of the Apocrypha are of greateſt 
Authority. For whether we conſider theſe 
Books as containing true Hiſtories, or Ficti- 
ons founded upon Hiſtory, or as merely fa- 
bulous; this is certain, that the Authors of 
them would accommodate what they wrote 


to the Truth of Hiſtory, ſo far as they knew 
| it. 
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it. -And as it is acknowledged they are by 
far the moſt ancient 7euiſh Writers next to 
the Canonical, it is probable they would be 
beſt acquainted with thele Times. | 

Of theſe the Book of Judith contains ſe- 
yeral Facts relating to the Hiſtory of the 
Medes and Aſſyrians. There we are told; 
That Navbuchodonoſor King of Nintveh, in 
the twelfth Year of his Reign, made war 
with Arphaxad King of the Medes, the 
fame who built Walls round Ecbatan ; that 
all the Nations Welt of MHria refuſed to 
aſſiſt him; that he nevertheleſs, in the ſe- 
venteenth Year of his Reign, engaged with 
the Medes, defeated and killed Arphaxad 
in the Mountains of Ragan, became Maſter 
of his Cities, and defaced Ecbatan ; that 
next Year, to revenge himſelf on theſe Na- 
tions who had refuſed to obey his Summons, 
he ſent Holopherues againſt them with a great 
Army: who, having iubdued ſeveral Coun- 
tries, at laſt attack'd Judea, while Eliabim 
or Jehoiabim, for the Name is the ſame, 
was High- prieſt. And chat laſtly, this Ho- 
tophernes was by a Stratagem of Judith 
killed. 

The Difficulty of connecting this Account 
with any Part of Hiſtory has made ſome 
learned Men think it all an allegorical Ficti- 


on. And indeed if we conſider che common 
| Hy- 
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Hypotheſis by which they are reconciled, 
it will not be ſurpriſing that ſuch Men are 
not fatisfied. It firſt ſuppoſes Nebuchad- 
ne ggar was a Name common to all the Ba- 
bylonian Kings, without alledging any Autho- 
rity; and that the Nabuchodouo ſor here men- 
tioned was Sao ſduchinus, a Name no where 
found but in Pro/emy's Canon. Then it fup- 
8 Deiocec, the firſt King of the Medes, to 

e Arphaxad, becauſe he built Echatan; and 
by following Jerom's Latin Tranſlation, 
— the Beginning of the War and his Death 

oth in the 12th Year of this Sad ſduchinus ; 
—_ according to their own Chronolo- 
gy, he died in the 11th; But there is no 
Mention of any War *Dezoces ever had, or 
that he died an unnatural Death, in any Hi- 
ſtorian ; nor is it agreeable to the Character of 
the Man, or Account of his Reign. For he was 
a peaceable Prince, raiſed to the Kingdom, 
by the free Choice of the Meazans, merely 
for his Moderation, Juſtice and Wiſdom : 
and therefore turned all his Attention to ci- 
vilize the People by Arts and Laws, and to 
eſtabliſh the regal Power by ſeveral political 
Inſtitutions, and the Fortifications of his Ca- 
pital Ecbatau. Beſides, he muſt have been 
above ninety when he died: for he reigned 
z Years, and could be no leſs than 40, when 
he had eſtabliſhed . great an Authority J 
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his Character for Juſtice and Wiſdom, by 
which Influence is not ſo ſoon acquired as 
by Valour, ſo as to be advanced to the King- 
dom without any other Title, in the Mau- 
ner Herodotus relates. 

The Invaſion of Judea, according to the 
Account in Judith, muſt have happened im- 
mediately after they had been conquered ; 
when Eliabim was High- prieſt; and when 
either there was no King, or he was of 
no Authority, for he is not once menti- 
oned. Now though there might have been a 
High- prieſt called Elialbim, in the 44th of 
Manaſſeh, where this Event is placed; yet 
there appears no Reaſon why the King is ne- 
ver mentioned; nor had they been ſo lately 
conquered then, as is ſuppoſed in this Book, 
for Manafſeh's Captivity was above twenty 
Vears before that Time. 

But the Truth of it is, this War is ex- 
preſly mentioned in profane Hiſtory, and 
particularly by Herodotus. He relates, That 
when Dezoces died, his Son Phraortes, by 
others called Aphraartes, bcing of a war- 
like Diſpoſition, and finding the Kingdom 
ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, endeayoured ro ex- 
tend his Dominions by Conqueſt on cvery 
Side. He firſt joined the Perſians to the 
Median Empire; then ſubdued ſeveral neigh- 
bouring Nations; and at laſt attack d the A 


ſyrians. 
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Hriaus. Herodotus ſays, It was thoſe A/* 
Hriaus who poſſeſt Nimeveh, and had for- 
merly held the Empire of Aſia, but were 
then deſerted by their Allies, though ſtill ve- 
ry powerful; and that in this War Phraor- 
res was killed and his Army diſperſt. All this 
agrees exactly with the Hiſtory of Judith. 

This Event happened 96 Years before the 
taking of Babylon ; for after Phraortes, 
Cyaxares reigned 40 Years, Afryages 35, 
and Cyrus 21, before he took Babylon. Ar 
the ſame time, according to the Chronology 
we have cſtabliſhed, OI was Kin 
of Babylon and Niniveb, and in the 9 
Year of his Reign; as that Year coincides 
with the 96th before the taking of Baby- 
lon : For he reigned 21 Years, and in the 
23d of his Succeſſor Nebuchadnezzar, the 
ſeventy Years of the Fewiſh Captivity be- 
gan, which ended with the taking of Ba- 
bylon. This King then is the Nabuchodo- 
no ſor mentioned in Judith which we af- 
firm, not upon — that it was a 
Name common to all the Babylonian Kings, 
for which we know no Warrant, nor be- 
cauſe it agrees with our Calculation ; but be- 
cauſe he is actually fo called by Hiſtorians, 
as particularly by Joſephus. 

I might add to this, that ſuch a Reſem- 


blance has been obſerved, by ſeveral learned 
O 2 Men 
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Men, betwixt the Names Aphraartes and 
Arphaxad, that they have believed them the 
fame. It has been obſerved too, That tho' 
Arphaxad is ſaid to have built the Walls of 
Ecbatan, that is no Proof he was Dez- 
oces the Founder of that City : for the Greek 
Words uſed in that Paſſage ſignify only, that 
he made additional Buildings to Ecbatan. 
And, as that City was ſurrounded with ſe- 
ven Walls all one within another; it is very 

robable ſuch an ambitious Prince, as he was, 
might have enlarged it, and added new Walls 
to what his Father had left. 

Let us next ſee how this Account agrees 
with the Baby/onzan Hiſtory. In the Book 
before us it is ſaid, That the Nations to whom 
Nabuchodonoſor ſent deſpiſed his Meſſage, 
for he appeared to them as a Man equal, or 
upon a Level with others. This agrees with 
the Situation of Nabopolaſſar, who was 
originally a private Man that uſurped the 
Kingdom: and it is probable his Authority 
had not as yet extended over thoſe remote 
Provinces; which did not therefore acknow- 
ledge him as King, but conſidered him as a 
private Man, and would not obey his Sum- 
mons. Beroſus informs us, That, at the 
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bellion, is the ſame with the Expedition of 
Pharaoh Necho related in the Scripture 
Hiſtory, which gave Occaſion to all Ne- 
pbuchadnezzar's Wars in thoſe Parts. This 
again coincides in time with the Expedition 
of Holophernes, which was undertaken in 
the cighteenth of Nabopolaſſar, or fourth 
before his Death : For it appears from Scrip- 
ture, that the King of Eg ts Invaſion hap- 
pened in the fourth Year before the firſt of 
Nebuchadnezzar the Great. So that all 
theſe are the ſame War: Which ſeryes much 
to illuſtrate theſe four Years that paſt betwixt 
the Death of Joſiah, and the Siege of Zeru- 
alem. And it was probably to retrieve the 
Credit of his Arms, which muſt have ſuffer- 
ed greatly by the Defeat of Holophernes's 
Army, that Nabopolaſſar made his Son Ge- 
neral, and gave him the Title of King. 

If we look to the Situation of the Fewzſh 
State at that Time, we will find all Circum- 
ſtances as exactly agree. That very Year, 
or the Year before, their Country had been 
conquered, and their City taken by the King 
of Egypt. This is the Calamity mention- 
ed in Judith, from which the People had 
not recovered themſelves. For the Greek 
Word there uſed does not always ſignify 
what we call a Captivity, or a Tranſportati- 
on into a ſtrange Country, but originally and 

| pro- 
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properly a Capture in War. Ar the fame 
Time Jehoiabim or Eliakim, for the Name 
is the ſame, the Son of H:/k:ah was High- 
prieſt. Ar leaſt it appears from the firſt Chap- 
ter of Baruch, that he was in that Office 
in the fifth Year of Jeconiah's Captivity, 
which was but ſixteen Years after this Time: 
Nor do we know any other of that Name 
that was High-prieſt before the Captivity. 
And there is great Probability the King, who 
was 7ehoiakim,would have very little Autho- 
rity at the Beginning of his Reign: For it ap- 
pears he was diſagreeable to the People by 
their overlooking him at his Father's Death, 
and making his younger Brother King ; and 
he had been juft then impoſed upon them a- 
gainſt their Will by the Zgyprians : Which 
is the Reaſon he is never mentioned as act- 
ing in this Hiſtory. As for Achior's Speech 
in the fifth Chapter; that relates to all the 
the Calamities and Diſperſions the Jeu s had 
ſuffered at ſeveral Times for departing from 
the Law of God: And the Temple's being 
caſt to the Ground may be a figurative Ex- 
reſſion for its being dishonoured. What he 
ſays of the Piety of the Fews at that Time, 
agrees very well with the Order which the 
good Reign of Joſiah had eſtabliſhed. 
Another Event related in the Apocrypha, 
is the Deſtruction of Nizeveh ; which in a 
En 
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End of Tobit is ſaid to be taken by Nabu- 
chodono ſor and Aſſuerus or Abaſhveroſb. 
It is the Opinion of Dr. Hyde, and he is 
followed by ſeveral learned Men, that Cy- 
axares is the fame Name with Ahaſhveroſb. 
And indeed, how differently ſoever they may 
ſound in our Language, the Change was 
quite natural in the Tranſition from the O- 
riental Pronunciation to the Greek. For, 
throwing out the Aſpirate in the Beginning 
of the ſecond Syllable, which the Greeks 
have no Letter to expreſs, and changing the 
firſt Hin into Xi, which correſponds to it 
in the Greek Alphabet, and, the laſt into 
Sigma, we have Axares- For the Vowels, 
not being Letters in the Eaſtern Way of 
writing, are often in ſuch Cafes changed at 
Pleaſure. 

Accordingly, Herodotus ſays it was Cya- 
xares who deſtroyed Nineveh. And this 
he muſt have done, either in the Beginning, 
or at the End of his Reign : For a little after 
the Beginning of it, the Scythians invaded 
and ſubdued all the Median Empire, which 
they held eight and twenty Years. Now 
thole who follow the common Chronology 
cannot place this Event at the Beginning of 
his Reign; for, according to them, the firſt 
ten Years of it paſt before Nabopolaſſar was 
King of Babylon; nor at the End, for * 
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Nebuchadnezzar was engaged in his Hri- 
an Wars, and could not aſſiſt him. And 
therefore they are obliged to place it within 
the twenty eight Years that the Scythians 
were Maſters of upper A/ia, when it is evi- 
dent from Hiſtory, the Medes were not in 
Condition to undertake ſuch a War. But ac- 
cording to the true Chronology, this might 
fall in the Beginning of Cyaxare-s's Reign, and 
End of Nabopolaſſar's, a little after the 
Death of Phraortes, when the Medes, as 
lately overcome, would be obliged to aſſiſt 
the Afyrians. Accordingly, Herodotus 
tells us, That in the Beginning of his Reign 
he beſieged Nineveh: and though he was 
obliged to leave it to oppoſe the S$rythians ; 
yet the Siege might have been continued, 
and the Town taken by the Afſyrians, and 
the Action aſcribed to both Kings by the 
Writer of Tobit. This ſeems to agree beſt 
with the Hiſtory of Tobit; For there Tobi- 
as is ſaid to have lived to hear of the De- 
ſtruction of Niue veh. Or it might have hap- 
pencd near the End of Cyaxares's Reign, 
after the Scythiaus were expelled, and af- 
ter Nebuchadnezzar had taken Tyre, redu- 
ced Egypt, and put an End to his Hrian 

Wars, which agrees beſt with Herodotus. 
I ſhall conclude all, that needs be ſaid on 
this Queſtion, with the Teſtimony of Joſe- 
ſephus 
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ſephus. He frequently ſays that the Coun- 


try, ar and Temple lay in Ruins and un- 
inhabited ſeventy Years; and begins theſe 
Years, after the Deſtruction. of the City, and 
Flight into Zg ypt upon the Death of Geda- 
Hah. This appears further in the Diſtance 
he makes betwixt the Captivity of the 1/7a- 
elites, and that of Fudah, an hundred and 
thirty Years ſix Months; in which Number 
he falls ſhort of the Deſtruction of the 
Temple but two or three Years. If we 
would ſuppoſe Months had flipt into the 
Text inſtead of Years, it would agree with 
our Computation : But this Liberty I would 
not uſe, even with ſo incorrect an Author as 
Zoſephns. Tho' this Correction ſeems to 
be confirmed by the Years he aſſigns the 
Babylonian Kings: For after Nebuchad- 
ne ggar had reigned forty three Years, his 


Son Ewitmerodach,according to him, reigned 


eighteen; then Nigliſſarus his Son held the 
Kingdom forty Years, his Son Labo ſorda- 
chus nine Months, and laſt of all Naboan- 
delus ſeventeen Years, in whoſe Time Cy- 
rus took Babylon. Tis evident the Years 
of Nigliſſarus muſt be corrected; for they 
agrece neither with his own nor any other 
Scheme: And as the Error might moſt natu- 
rally ariſe, in tranſcribing the Greek Text, 


form miſtaking 7eocapaxmdtxa for riooups+ 
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xorTa, fourteen for forty, ſo it is the only 
Reading that will agree with any Period. If 
this be allowed, all the Reigns addcd toge- 
ther make fifty Years: and therefore to com- 
pleat the ſeventy, we can reckon only from 
the twenty third of Nebuchaduezzar. From 
this one would imagine 7o/ephas agreed 
with us. But in other Paſſages he ſeems ra- 
ther to compute from the Deſtruction of the 
City and Temple: As where he ſays, T he/e 
Things Cyrus knew by reading a Book of 
Prophecies writ by Iſaiah, two hundred 
and ten Tears before his Time, compared 
with, Theſe things Iſaiah foretold a hun- 
dred and forty Tears before the Deſtru- 
tion of the Temple; though it is poſſible 
he might in this Paſſage neglect the odd 
Number, intending only to ſhew the groſs 
Diſtance, and not to ſettle any chrono- 
logical Queſtion. Thus it is uncertain from 
which of theſe Periods Zo/ephus reckons : 
But this is certain, that he never ſeems once 
to have thought of beginning. at the fourth 
of Jehoiabim. 
There is but one Difficulty occurs to 
me juſt now, that may be urged. againſt 
what we have faid. It is, That in > ſe- 


cond Year of Cyrus, when the Foundation 
of the ſecond Temple was laid, many of the 
Prieſts and Levites, and chief of the Fa- 
thers 
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there, ancient Men (the original Word ſi- 
gnifies * had ſeen the firſt Houſe 
wept. See Ezra iii. 12. Now this, accor- 
ding to our Account, was ſeventy five Years 
after the firſt Temple was deſtroyed: And 
therefore, ſuppoſing all after eighty could 
have remembred it, they muſt have been but 
a very inconſiderable Number : But, ac- 
cording to the common Account fifty three 
Years only had paſt ſince the firſt Temple; 
And therefore all above ſixty may be ſuppo- 
ſed to have remembred it. | 
But this Difficulty will vaniſh, if, inſtead 
of that had ſeen, we interpret the Hebrew 
Word, that looked to, that conſidered, (as 
it is ſometimes tranſlated) the firſt Temple, 
and compared it with the ſecond, in which 
they ſaw ſo many and great Defects: Not 
Io much in Riches and Grandeur, as the Ma- 
nifeſtations of the divine Favour, and what 
belonged to their Worſhip; the Ark of the 
Covenant and Mercy-ſeat, the Shechinah, 
the Urim and Thummim, the holy Fire, 
with many orher Things that were now loſt. 
For it would be unreaſonable to think, that 
thoſe only who had actually ſeen the firſt 
Temple would be affected with Sorrow 
upon this Compariſon ; eſpecially as thoſe 
things, the Remembrance of which excited 
this Paſſion moſt, were neyer ſeen by any 
P 2 but 
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but the High Prieſt. It deſerves to be re- 
marked too, that the Diſtinction is not made 
meerly betwixt the Young and Old; but the 
People of Education, Character and Birth, 
ſuch as the Prieſts, Levites and chief of the 
Fathers were, and the unthinking Vulgar. 
Beſides, the Noiſe of their Weeping is repre- 
ſented as equal to the Shouts of the whole 
People; ſo that they could not be diſcerned 
from each other : which could not be the 
Cale, if thoſe only among the Prieſts, Le- 
vites, and chief of the Fathers were meant 
who had ſeen the firſt Temple, and muſt at 
that Time have been at leaſt above ſixty 
Years old. For conſidering how ſmall a 
Proportion of the People in general, and Le- 
yites in particular returned, which was only 
four Courles of twenty four; we may con- 
clude, there was a ſmaller Proportion ſtill of 
old Men paſt ſixty ; who, having been long 
ſettled at Babylon, would ſhun the Fatigues 
of ſo tedious a March, and Difficulties of a 
new Settlement in a deſolate Country. 
There is another Text from which the 
fame Argument is drawn in Haggai . 
where in the ſecond Year of Darius, the 
Prophet ſays, ho is left among you that 
faw this Houſe in her firſt Glory, aud how 
do you ſee it now? Is it not in your Eyes, 
#4 compariſon of it as nothing? * if 
133 1 this 
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this was in the ſecond Year of Darius M- 
ſtaſpis, where ſome place it, then was it 
ninety two or ninety three Years after the 
Deſtruction of the Temple in our Calcula- 
tion: So that we can ſuppoſe none living at 
that Time, who had ſeen the firſt Temple 
under a hundred Years old. And if we reckon 
it the ſecond of Darius Nothus, as many 
learned Men have done, then the Diſtance 
will be above an hundred and ninety Years ; 
an Age exceeding all Credibility. But I have 
many other Reaſons, beſides its Incompati- 
bility with what we have proved, againſt ta- 
king this Text in the Senſe of our Tranſla- 
tors. Scaliger and many others explain it, 
Were any left among you who had ſeen, 
&c. And indeed the Penury of the He- 
brew Language, in the Ways of expreſſing 
the various Affections and Modifications of 
Verbs, but too often allows of ſuch Ambi- 
guities. But I chuſe rather to explain it in 
the ſame Manner as the other Text, ho zs 
left among you that has conſidered, &c. 

It now remains to enquire whether the 
Captivity ended immediately upon the ta- 
king of Babylon, or two Years after: But, 
beſides that moſt Part of Chronologiſts agree 
in Opinion with us, as we have all along 
confined our ſelves to the Teſtimony of 
Fewiſh Writers; and this Queſtion can- 

not 
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not be determined but by the: Greet Hiſto- 
rians, we ſhall not enter into any Examina- 
tion of it juſt now. All we propoſed was, 


to give that Account of this Prophecy, and 


the Chronology connected with it, that ſeems 
to be moſt naturally deduced from Scripture: 
And this, by the by, has appeared to agree 
beſt with the Hiſtory of the Tyrians and 
Meder. All that is requiſite to complete 
this Enquiry then is, to compare it with 
the Chronology of the Babylouians, with 
which we know it will be thought to differ; 
Though after Examination it appears pretty 
evident to us, that our Chronology alone 

Trees with the moſt authentick Accounts 
of the Babylonian Hiſtory, as well as beſt 
reconciles the Differences of Authors, ex- 
plains the Scripture, and removes all thoſe 


Difficulties that have perplext this Period. 


This we could prove were it proper to cnter 
juſt now upon fo extenſive a Queſtion, after 
ſo long a Diſſertation upon this dry and com- 
plicated Subjech. | 2 6 
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HE END; 
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